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NURSES IN CONGRESS 


HE meetings of the International Congress 

f Nurses were favoured by our capricious 
ate to perhaps the best specimen of weather 
n us this summer. The region of West- 
ster has been full of interest to the passing 
as well as to those who were able to avail 
mselves of the opportunity of being present at 
various sessions, for fellow nurses of many 
ther country, wearing uniforms unfamiliar 
sometimes quaint to our eyes, have been 
th in evidence during the past week. With- 
doubt, one of the greatest advantages of inter- 
onal gatherings in nursing, as in any other 
fession or trade, is the result which is bound 
‘nsue of bringing nationalities together in the 
ty of a common cause, helping to bridge over 
differences between peoples speaking different 
gues, encouraging a better knowledge of each 
r which in time to come may be expected 
ving about peace upon earth. 
[any deeply interesting questions were touched 
n in the course of the discussions. Especi- 
it is inspiring to women working in England 
the recognition of their rights to serve their 
ntry as citizens, to find how universally, as 
gress goes on its dauntless way, the women 
ill lands are claiming the duty of service for 


se 





others as their chief privilege. The feeling of 
comradeship is undoubtedly tremendously helpful, 
and Mrs. Hampton Robb’s plea for “a nursing 
Esperanto,” gives promise of one more step to- 
wards the furtherance of an international ideal. 

Germany, it is clear from Sister Karll’s state- 
ments, is moving forward in nursing matters, if 
only on account of the impetus given to it as a 
profession by Government recognition of a cer- 
tain degree of training, and the institution of an 
independent examination, by which means it is 
claimed that a better class of woman is already 
being attracted into the nursing ranks. In Ger- 
many, class distinction is a very vital force, and 
it is still not thought to be the proper thing for 
well-born young women to take up nursing 
as a profession, but the progressive spirit is 
growing; of this the development of the German 
Nurses’ Association, started in 1902 with thirty 
members, and now numbering 1,500, is an elo- 
quent proof. 

The private nurse naturally came in for a good 
deal of attention, and Mr. D’Arcy Power put his 
finger on the root of the troubles that so fre- 
quently centre round her when he pointed out 
that at present private nurses are insufficiently 
trained for their particular and very difficult 
branch of work. To assume that because a nurse 
has been through a course of hospital training 
she is fitted at once to undertake private nursing, 
with its immense demands upon personal quali- 
ties, is surely the greatest of mistakes. Mrs. 
Bedford Fenwick is also undoubtedly right in 
saying that the economic factor must be taken 
into account in considering much that is at pre- 
sent unsatisfactory, for “it is not possible for a 
woman or a man to give the best that is in them 
if they are always thinking whether the pot is 
going to boil or not.” 

On the subject of school nursing it was parti- 
cularly gratifying to hear the very ungrudging 
tributes to the usefulness of the school nurse from 
school doctors, whose personal experience of her 
co-operation has led them to realise the very im- 
portant, and indeed indispensable, part that is 
here to be played by the nurse. To nurses en- 
gaged in mental work the discussion on the “Care 
of the Insane” proved most helpful, and the 
questions raised at the meeting for women only, 
when “Morality in Relation to Health” was 
under consideration, are those which it is in- 
cumbent upon nurses to face, if they are to be 
fully qualified to carry their healing art into the 
darkest corners of life, where a purifying and 
healthy influence is of all things most needed. 
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NURSING NOTES 

Q.A.I. Minrrary Nursine SErvIce. 

R. HALDANE, the Secretary of State for 

War, in the course of an answer to a question 
put to him in the House of Commons, removed 
a misapprehension which appears to have been 
felt ix quarters with regard to the accept- 
ance of Colonial trained nurses for the Queen 
Alexandra Imperial Military Nursing 
Mr. Boulton, who has a close connection with 

la, asked the right hon. gentleman why 

al training in large general hospitals was 
not accepted for this service. Mr. Haldane 
replied that the hon. member had been some- 
what misinformed. Colonial training was ac- 
cepted under the same conditions as training at 
home. It depended, however, on the opinion of 
the Nursing Boari whether any particular nurse- 
training institute attached to a hospital was 
accepted for recognition. 

REGISTRATION BIL. 

Some difficulty has arisen in adjusting the 
clauses of the Registration of Nurses Bill, which 
it is intended to bring forward during the next 
session of Parliament. A meeting of English, 
Scotch, and Irish delegates from various associa- 
tions interested in registration was held at the 
House of Commons on Monday. The proceedings 
were strictly private, and although no statement 
was afterwards made, it is understood that a very 


some 


Service. 


considerable degree of divergence revealed itself 
amongst the delegates with regard to the details 


of the Bill. It is stated, however, that there was 
a general acceptance of the main principles on 
which the measure was to rest. 

RESIGNATION OF Miss VERNET. 

Tne authorities of the Middlesex Hospital have 
accepted, with much regret, the resignation of 
their matron, Miss Vernet, who was appointed 
as matron in 1905, in succession to Miss Thorold. 
Miss Vernet was trained at the Middlesex Hos- 
pital and at the National Hospital for the Para- 
lysed, where she was subsequently staff nurse, 
night sister, and sister; afterwards returning to 
the Middlesex, where she was appointed sister of 
a male surgical floor. Miss Vernet then took the 
post of matron at the National Hospital, where 
she remained for six years. only resigning 
this appointment to become matron of the 
Middlesex. Miss Vernet leaves the Middlesex in 
a very high state of efficiency. She has been 
ever on the alert to keep her hospital and its 
nursing staff abreast of modern science. Changes 
have been made from time to time, and only 
quite recently she inaugurated a most important 
phase in the hospital’s history when the new 

tv wards, an innovation for which she had 


been anxious, were opened. 


Our CuristMas DisTRIBUTION. 

We have still part of the summer before us, 
but we would remind our readers of the Xmas 
Distribution to Poor District Patients, which 
we hope to institute again this year. Many 
people are now starting for a holiday, and 





like to take some needlework with them; to 
these we would say, let it be something that will 
be useful for a district patient, and then send it 
to us when completed. Again, a nurse may be 
at a private case, where, on the return of the 
children from school, the mother is at her wit's 
end to know how to dispose of clothes out of 
which they have grown, &. These are just the 
things for us, and nurses can help by telling any- 
one and everyone of the scheme in good time, sc 
that when Xmas, with its hard times, comes 
round, many poor deserving homes may be mad: 
glad with these gifts. 
ProGREss IN HOLLAND. 

Tue Netherlands Union of Male and Female 
Nurses has issued its ninth yearly report in : 
recent number of Nosokémos, and announces 658 
members and 136 associates, or members who 
not being nurses, yet sympathise with the objects 
of the Union. This society petitioned the Dutch 
Government for State registration, and when, in 
November last, in Parliamentary debate it was 
urged that only nurses had expressed an opinion 
on the subject, the Union sent out inquiry forms 
(on postcards) with “For” and “Against” regis- 
tration, and copies of the petition to medical men 
and others. The result was that 751 doctors 
signed as “For” and only 91 “Against,” whilst 
23 wrote their reasons for decision whether favour- 
able or adverse. This expression of opinion has 
been an excellent means of ventilating the sub- 
ject of State registration in Holland. Another 
point of interest was aroused during the past year 
as to the exact legal position of nurses in regard 
to the binding nature of their engagements at 
hospitals and other public institutions. The ques- 
tion arose from a case in the Women’s Hospital 
in Amsterdam during June of the present year, 
when nine nurses gave notice to leave by way of 
protest against the treatment of one of their 
number. 

The necessity for a course of instruction in 
cooking for nurses is increasingly felt, and special 
courses have been arranged at the request of 
the Union by schools of housekeeping and cookery. 
By 1912 it is intended to make cookery an indis- 
pensable branch in examinations. 








Tue King has been graciously pleased to ap- 
prove the appointment of Surgeon-General W. L 
Gubbins, C.B., M.V.0., Deputy Director-General, 
Army Medical Service, to be Director-General, in 
succession to Surgeon-General Sir A. Keogh, 
K.C.B., Honorary Physician to his Majesty, when 
the latter vacates the appointment. 


Nerses are so frequently in need of informa- 
tion as to homes or funds for poor patients that 
we are sure they will appreciate the value of the 
column of advice on these subjects which we hav: 
recently introduced as a new feature. A set ol 
answers by an expert, who recommends only suc! 
institutions as are personally known to her, wil 
be found on p. 627. Next week she will contr- 
bute an article on “Residential Homes for Poot 


Ladies ‘ 
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THE CARE OF THE NURSE'S PERSON 


I.—THE 


- HE number of different views enunciated as 
I to the physiology of the hair is only limited 
the number of hairdressers and the majority 
them are wrong. Wrong, in part from ignor- 
and partly, no doubt, owing to their busi- 
instincts and the desire for the material gain. 
o turn to the bare facts of anatomy, we know 
the hair is closely analogous in its mode of 
vth with the nails. Growth takes place 
rely from the root, which is encased in that 
resting little structure, the hair follicle, while 
free end is to all intents and purposes dead 
helium, devoid of blood, lymph, “sap,” and 
ves, just as in the case of the free end of the 
order to influence the mode of growth of 
hair it is, therefore, obviously to the roots to 
‘+h attention must be paid, but there are other 
gs to be thought of besides its actual growth, 
for instance, its appearance, its dryness or 
isiness, and whether it shows a tendency to 
t at the ends. 
f there is one thing which is more widely be- 
ed about the hair than any other, it is that 
hould not be washed more frequently than is 
lutely necessary. This is to a certain extent 
:, but it by no means follows that the hair is 
to be kept clean. Dirty hair means a dirty 
ip, and a dirty scalp means—sooner or later—a 
ased scalp, which will inevitably cause the 
r to fall out and become thin, to lose its gloss, 
rack at the ends, or else become too greasy. 
On the other hand, if the hair be washed too 
juently in hard water or with inferior soap, the 
ult is that, although the hair becomes clean, 
the natural grease which is produced by the 
ttle sebaceous glands at the roots of the hairs is 
stracted, and the hair becomes brittle and dry, 
and, therefore, unmanageable. Another interest- 
‘ reason for being “unable to do anything with 
ny hair to-day” lies in the fact that dry hair is 
sily electrified by brushing and combing, and 
t things which are charged with electricity 
el one another, and, therefore, each individual 
r tends to fly off from its neighbour. 
[t is important to know how to keep the hair 
in without these drawbacks. One of the most 
portant functions is brushing. This should be 
e carefully night and morning, but particularly 
night-time, in order to remove all the dust, &c., 
ch has collected during the day. But brushing 
mportant from another point of view if pro- 
ly carried out; it stimulates the scalp, promotes 
ood blood-supply, and improves the growth of 
hair in that way, while at the same time it 
tributes along the hair the fatty secretions in 
sebaceous glands at the roots. In order that 
Ss may occur, it is important to use brushes 
th bristles long enough to reach the scalp 
ough the thickness of the hair, and strong 
ugh not to be turned aside by it. The most 
ful kind of brush is that made of whalebone 
stles, which should be about two inches long 





HAIR. 


and set rather far apart. An imitation whalebone 
brush which answers the same purpose can be 
bought for about three shillings, and lasts a very 
long time. 

As to washing the hair, this should be done as 
often as convenient, but it should be dried neither 
by sitting in front of the fire nor by any of the 
patent drying-machines, but by the old-fashioned 
way of rubbing with warm towels. It is im- 
portant to use soft water, or to soften it artificially, 
and the soap selected should be as free from 
alkali as possible. A very good test of soap is its 
taste. No good soap tastes nasty. In any case, 
whatever soap is used, the natural oil of the hair 
will be removed by it, and, therefore, should be 
replaced—as soon as the hair is dry—by some 
form of brilliantine. Pure almond oil with a little 
rectified spirit, and perhaps a little Eau de 
Cologne, makes an excellent brilliantine—very 
effective and quite harmless. 

Of course, if the hair is already too greasy, the 
brilliantine must not be used, and the head must 
be more frequently washed, until the tendency tc 
greasiness has disappeared. 

A most excellent thing for a very greasy or very 
dirty head is the material known as Lux—really 
a soap in the form of flakes—which has astonish- 
ing cleansing properties, and is extremely cheap. 
It is used by thoroughly dissolving a handful of 
the flakes in a jugful of boiling water. 

A less drastic but very efficient shampoo is 
made by beating up two or three eggs, and then 
rubbing them into the hair till they form a lather. 
This is washed off with a plentiful supply of cold 
water, and a very good result is obtained, the 
hair being beautifully soft and glossy, and not too 
dry. 

The growth of hair in the dry scalp may be pro- 
moted by the use of stimulating lotions, such 
as :— ° 

R Tincture Jaborandi 
Tincture Cantharidis ... 
Linimentum Saponis ... 
Misce. Fiat lotio. 
‘** To be well shaken before use.” 


Another useful lotion is :— 
B Quinine Hydrochloridi 
Pilocarpine Hydrochloridi 
Spiritus Vini Rectificati, 
Au. 
Misce. 


nae “ . ana 3ilj. 
Fiat lotio. 

Finally, a word about cutting and singeing the 
hair. Cutting serves two purposes—it probably 
makes the hair grow somewhat, and it also im- 
proves its appearance. 

Singeing does not “seal up the ends of the 
hair and prevent the sap running out,” but it 
does, by forming a little hard knob at the end of 
each hair, very much diminish its tendency to 
split and consequently break off short. It is, 
therefore, advisable to have the hair carefully 
singed and cut by a capable hairdresser every 
month or six weeks. 
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VISIONS 


back in the records of the his- 


ONG 


tory of the world, one who had wisdom wrote, 


‘ fay 
ago, lal 


Where there is no vision the people perish.” 
He who wrote those words belonged to that 
‘tion of the people among nations who kept 


ilive the sacred fire of prophecy, and who have 
iven us many visions, clothed in the lovely and 
‘try, clear, beautiful, and 


transparent carl Ot poe 


verlasting. ; 

He must have looked round at his prosperous 
ountry, with its great buildings and its temple, 
ts rich population, its men strong and brave, its 
women capable and virtuous. Surely never was 
1 more complete picture of a capable woman than 
s ve! t] Proverbs—a clever 


! nat saine DOOK ol! 


sound commercial instincts, a 


too, and yet finding time for philan- 


ousewile with 


raitswoman, 


thropy And yet he sounds that warning note, 

s true to-day as it was nearly 3,000 years ago: 
‘Where there is no vision the people perish.” 

In all the hurried detail of our modern life, 
vith all the social problems which press so 
heavily upon us, with all the perplexing argu- 
ments for and against this or that movement, 
there is urgent need to cultivate among us that 


power of vision, lest we, too, perish. There is an 

d Sanskrit proverb which runs, “Who are the 

nad Those who do not see the other world.” 
Oh, blind, blind indeed those who see not that 
other world, that larger life in which we have a 
part, to which belong all beauty, poetry, ideals— 
which is indeed our dwelling place. 

Sometimes the veil of little cares and troubles, 
the sordid detail of this busy world, seems thick 
ind dense—a solid wall, through which there is 
no penetrating. But only in so far as we can 
see through that veil and catch the warm glow of 
that wider life reflected on to the details of our 

rk will that be ight and l 


work be of we 


value in 
not the same to 
each known often only to that 
ists somewhere if we will only seek it—a 
s whereby our sight is strengthened and our 


to clearer vision are 


hut to 


one, 


silo! lear d. To some it lies in music or in 
or in the quiet face of nature; to others, in 

he nly beauty of the human life or magic 
vords of poets. Attainable only by effort, often 
than it seems possible for wearied minds 

“lies to unde rtake, it is vital to our needs, 

and we must seek it at whatever cost. We shall 
find in it refreshment and a larger hope, a grow- 


ng-space for our cramped and hindered spirits, 
ind a vantage point from whence we see, even if 
but dimly and far distant, the shadow of 
that Unity of Purpose towards which all things 


created move E. M. P. 


ft, he 





AT a nvestitut held at Buckingham Palace 

Thursday last, the King conferred the Royal 
Red Cross upon Head Sister Miss Evangelina 
Harte, Roval Naval Hospital, Haslar: Head 
Sister Miss Florence Porter, Royal Naval Hos- 
pital, Chatham; and Nursing Sister Miss Robina 
Falconer, Royal Naval Cadets’ Sick Quarters, 
Dart? t} 














WOMAN’S WIDER WORLD 


HE Grand Prix de Rome, the great priz 
awarded for artistic merit by the Institut 
de France, has for the first time been gained b 
woman, Mademoiselle Heuvelmans, and it wil 
enable her to live in Rome for four years to stud) 


music. 


rue residential club for working women to | 
built on the site of Kent House in Great Portlan 
Street will accommodate 100 residents, Th 
block of flats for women erected at the Hamp- 
stead Garden City at moderate rentals of fro 
£1 14s. to £3 3s. a month, was entirely let befor 
completion. 

Tue Women’s Exhibition at Olympia, to 
September, promises to have mai 


opened in 
A special depart 


novel and interesting features. 
ment will be devoted to women’s inventions 
Dressmaking, jewel-setting, and various oth 
occupations, will be represented, and demonstr 
tions will be given of two very modern develo] 
ments, a lady fireman and a company of 


scouts, 


Ar the recent annual prize-giving at tl 
London School ot Medicine (Royal Free Hos 
pital) for Women, Miss Cock, the Dean of th: 
school, said there was work waiting for many 
more women medical students. It was a matter 
of regret, however, that among the women gradu 
ates there was a tendency to neglect excellent 
hospital posts for immediately remunerative ones 
During the year a large number of their graduates 
had received appointments as medical inspectors 
of school children—a work for which women wer: 
eminently fitted. 


SurrRAGE work in Italy has been latterly de- 
voted to inquiries regarding the position of wome! 
in the country, and the result shows that, thougl 
there are over half a million of women in the 
textile trades, nearly half a million in domestic 
and 63,000 in the teaching profession, 
these workers are very badly protected by law 
married women’s property Act 


service, 


and there is no 
, 


The Italian women are now beginning to work at 
elections, supporting those candidates who ar 
favourable to woman suffrage, and a_pariia 


mentary con mittee is considering the question. 


Tue London landlady may in future have t 
provide herself with a licence. The Londo 
County Council have been led to take steps t 
secure the licensing of rooms that are let fw 
nished in consequence of conditions that wer 
brought to light while investigations were bein; 
made into the home circumstances of childr 
who were being fed at school. Official intimatior 
has now been sent to the borough councils wit! 
regard to the matter. The structure and clean! 
ness of the premises, and the fitness of the app! 
cants, will be taken into consideration, and tl 
lice? have to be renewed every year. 


‘e will 
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THE NURSE AS CITIZEN. 
Wednesday morning Lady Helen Munro Ferguson 
sided over a crowded meeting in the Caxton Hall, 
t under discussion being ‘‘ The Nurse as Citizen.”’ 
1 that there were two special points on which 
nbers of the Congress had reason to congratulate 
Firstly, on the remarkable development of 
not only had the quality of the trained nurse 
| a hundred per cent., but also that she was now 
yund everywhere, in every institution for the sick, 
ls, in prisons, on the district, and all over the 
world. Secondly, that the intellectual interest of 
fessional work had grown with every develop- 
medical and surgical science. The best citizen 
vho did most for her country: the nurse’s oppor- 
for social service were practically unlimited. To 
effective the nurse must be an exceptional woman, 


st must cultivate every capacity she had. Every 
her life might and should be fruitful in self- 
ment and self-culture. She could not be too 


nor too highly trained. 

listrict nurse, whose opportunities for social work 
«jualled, was the joining link between the richer 
rer members of the community; through her they 
ought in touch. She entered the homes of the 
a working woman, her superiority hidden by her 


s should cultivate a professional conscience and 
the larger interests of their profession. All the 
rofessions had, step by step, completely rounded 
r organisation and placed distinct landmarks 
themselves and all unqualified persons. This had 
omplished by loyalty to their order, and by the 
of their members. It was only by active co- 
that nurses could perfect their organisation. 
v. a nurse should never allow the professional 
trivial or lowly duties to blur or efface from her 
1e consciousness of the ultimate aim and large: 

9 her work. When she ministered to the poor 
mic patient let her see herself representing the 

brotherhood which linked society together, and 

e struggled for the eyesight of one small fretful 

her see herself fighting for national efficiency. 
he thought would not be how unimportant and 
as her work, but how tremendous were her oppor 

Her cry would be, ‘‘Help me, my God, my boat 

ill and Thy ocean so vast,’’ and she would be 
far above the humble offices she performed to 

her comradeship with all the workers and 
vho had served their day and their generation. 

r was next read, sent by Miss Nutting, of New 
tv, on ‘*The Preparation of the Nurse for adminis- 
ositions and for social service.’”? In this paper 
ess was laid on the duties of the matron as the 
f nurses. In every training school there should 
inite curriculum and systematic bedside teaching, 
uction in housekeeping. The matron must he 

had a sound education, and should be specially 
for her work. She should herself understand the 
and social needs of the day, and should teach 
es social economy, ethics, etc., and in every way 
them for social service. The social problems were 

so vast, that the nurse must be prepared so as to 
to face them 

Chaptal, of Paris, then 

ong the Poor.’’ She 

)) dispensaries in the poore 

poor to help themselves, 
discussion that followed, an interesting account 
of the work of the ‘‘factory nurse’’ in Cleve 
Her duty was to be at the factory every morning, 
the accidents, to investigate the homes of the 
and find out why they were absent; in this way 

d often help the children, report cases of urgent 
help, through the dispensary, those who 


read a paper on ‘The 
described her work of 
parts of Paris, to 
ind to fight against 


? 
ana 





sent from America of 
Patients with slight 


count was also 
of 750 tons. 


‘resting at 


hospit il ship 


CONGRESS 











OF NURSES 


ailments were received on the 
deck, which had two wards at each end 

Mrs. Bedford Fenwick then made an earnest appeal fo 
improved conditions in prison nursing. If the matrons 
were thoroughly trained in nursing and hygiene, and 
there were a defined curriculum for the training of 
warders and wardresses, including a knowledge of nursing 
mental work and sanitation, much unnecessary suffering 
would be saved. It would be a splendid new field of 
work for women. 

Miss Burr advocated the establishment of créches unde 
trained nurses, where young girls could learn how to attend 
to infants, to render first aid to children, and to clean 
the dirty heads of their little brothers and sisters. 

Miss Goodrich said that at Bellevue Hospital social! 
service work was undertaken, they recognised that 
speedy and permanent cure meant economy. 

Miss Bége spoke of the opportunities of the district 
nurse for social work. The best nurses, she said, and 
the best all-round women were required for district 
nursing. 

Miss Pearse spoke of school nursing as being the worl 
for the highly trained nurses. The school nurses taught 
the children the care of their own health 

Mrs. Hampton Robb said the keynote of the Congress 


>» 4s 
open space or the mal! 


as 


so far had been education. We were fighting against the 
great evils of ignorance. Cleanliness and thoroughness 
should be our watchwords. Our education should begin 


at birth and end in the grave. 

Miss Snively, of Canada, thought that for all social 
work not only technical preparation was needed, but als: 
the preparation of the heart to sit at the feet of the 
Master who “went about doing good.” 

NURSING 

At the afternoon session on Wednesday, Miss Annie W 
Goodrich, R.N., president of the American Federation ot 
Nurses, took the chair. In her opening remarks she com 
mented upon the immense value that such a 
afforded in giving breadth and reality of view to isolated 
individual opinion. By means of free discussion and the 
possibilities of meeting together, ties of friendliness might 
be cemented to establish that ideal of co-operative effort 
without which the highest good attainable must fail t 
be achieved. 

Miss M. Mollett, president of the Royal South Hants 
Nurses’ League, read a paper tracing the origin of nurs 
ing. She remarked that no one had ever doubted the 
existence of the medicine-man. Far back in primeval 
times man, brought face to face with disease and death, 
had tried conclusions with them, and the function of the 
nurse was, and ever will be, the assistance of the medicin: 
man. The professional nurse, however, it must always b: 
remembered, is not only the doctor’s assistant, but is first 
and foremost the patient’s nurse. No nurse should allow 
her admiration for the skill of the medical man, or her 
own interest in the scientific side of her work, to mislead 
her into looking with the humbler 


Tue RELATIONS OF AND MEDICINE. 


congress 


and 


contempt on 
simpler duties upon which the comfort of the patient 
depended. The true meaning of the word nirsing was 


to make comfortable.’’ Look up to the doctors, admiré 
their skill and it would be a sad day for si 
people should the friendly relationship between doctors 
and nurses to be—but not be subservient t 
them. Remember the old quotation, ‘‘Render therefor 
unto Cesar the things that are Cwsar’s, and unto God the 
things that are God’s,’’ and in the remembrance do not 
forget that the patients belong to God 

Doctor Robert Sevestre, assistant physician to r 
Leicester Infirmary, dwelt upon the fact that from tim: 
immemorial the relationship between nurses and doct 
had been friendly. In his opinion, the two professions wert 
only component parts of each other; neither could 


science 


cease do 


perfection without the other, and if there were a part 
ship he should be inclined to look upon the nurse as 
senior partner. 

Miss Goodrich, in her summary of the position. said 


that she considered that the chief danger of the nurs 
lay in lack of training, never of over-training 
von der Planitz said that the relationship between doctor 


Sister 
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and nurse in Germany had always been a difficult one t 
uintain, and still was, depending, as it did, so much 
upon character. Mrs. Bedford Fenwick pointed out that 
the evolution of medicine had left the medical student 
ery little time to acquire the details of practical adminis- 
tration, and that, whereas in her day, at the London in 
1879, the doctors did some of the nursing and were thus 
ible to instruct nurses, now it was the nurse who could 
instruct the doctor in nursing. In her opinion, a code of 

tiquette between the two professions was needed 
Dock said that in America the question of the 
| doctor and nurse had been rendered 
financial aspect; that doctors had estab 
i als of their own and trained their own 
rsé¢ in them, afterwards awarding a diploma 
rtabet suggested that the matrons were to some 
esponsible when unfortunate relations existed be 
xctors and nurses. Miss Isla Stewart strongly 
Miss Wortabet’s suggestion, and said that she 
had always maintained pleasant relations with 
her medical and nursing staff. Miss Brodrick dis 
t he r number of the speakers. In her 
professions were not one, but two totally 
nursing profession was neither humbler 
lifferent. It was not a code of etiquette 

but a code of ethics 


THE CARE OF THE INSANE. 


sday morning Mrs. Hampton Robb, Past Presi 
ociety of Superintendents of Training 
presided in the Caxton Hall, when 
he Care of the Insane.”’ 

a few opening remarks she spoke 

his branch of nursing, which had 
sufficient attention. The difficulty was 
people to undertake it; women did not 
or this ki of nursing, it did not appeal 
must be put before them as the highest 


Medical Superintendent of Claybury 

in interesting paper, in which he 

st hundred vears there had 

of the mentally afflicted, and 

astigation, suspicion, and restraint 

to humane and scientific treatment and 
Probably the first incentive to improve 

1 nursing had been given by Miss Florence 

and the matter was then brought before the 
vish expressed that good, competent, well 

vith an enlightened interest in their 

procured for mental work. It was next 

the Lunacy Commissioners that the salary 

ry inadequate. The watchword for doctors 
lways been ‘‘Self-sacrifice and Devotion,” 

were entitled to an adequate reward; they should 
Dr. Jones urged, be kept on a pedestal of philan 
vy : self-interest was a healthy motive, and the interests 
ntal nurses must be guarded, their comforts studied. 
pension secured. He pleaded for co-operation ind 
tion between general hospitals and asylums in the 
f nurses to qualify nurses for the Medico 

i Society's certificate, which is awarded after 

’ curriculum and examination. The nurses 
Asylum learnt first aid, anatomy, hygiene, 
helpless patients; about baths and enemata, 

‘ their final examination, had to 


g¢ the insane, of maniacal cases, 


Asvlums Board of the 
they could to improve 

n isylums 
aper was then read, sent by Dr. Russell, 
f the State Commission in Lunacy. 
maintained that to minister to a mind 
| the skill a nurse could muster. and 
tention was paid to mental 
ks Greater care was taken 
nts and in the hospitalisation 
ilised as a disease, which 
of tumours, nervousness. 
subject is Aa problem and 
. Yr depression 





and mental enfeeblement. He felt strongly that 
nurses were required for this work; it was essential 
they should have a cheerful outlook on life and 
self-control, and know when to use suggestion and 
restraint. : 

Miss Parsons, Superintendent of Nurses at the Shep; 
and Enoch Hospital, Baltimore, advocated a mod 
amount of restraint, and described a rest jacket she 
found useful for old people. It had no sleeves, was | 
up the back, and fastened with bandages under the pi 

Miss Wells, Sec retary of the Soc iety for the After 
of those discharged from Asylums, described the s 
work. Its object, she said, was to shield the ; 
from anxieties till they could again be wage ea1 
Patients went straight from the asylums and spent 
or six weeks in their cottage homes, while the »s 
sought out their estranged friends, tried to restor 
them their missing clothes and treasures, and to get 
work. 

Mrs. Kinnigen, from New York, thought it most 
sary for nurses to take an individual interest in 
asylum patients. They should stimulate the patier 
think for others and to feel that others thought of th 

Mrs. Bedford Fenwick hoped some definite benefit 

ome of this conference on mental nursing, and sug 
that Dr. Jones should be asked to propose to the 
Psyckological Society that they should call a confi 
to discuss the subject of affiliation with the 
hospitals. This suggestion was incorporated in a 
tion which was passed by the meeting. 

In answer to the question as to the advisabilit 

men nurses being in charge of male lunatic pat 
Dr. Jones said he had no experience of it at Clay 
but knew it was in vogue in some places. It 
drawbacks, but when patients were carefully sele 
proved satisfactory. He said he had been much st 
the expression “graduate nurse,” ‘and thought 
superior to the term ‘“‘certificated nurse.” 


PROFESSIONAL ORGANISATION, 

It seemed a pity that more nurses and superinte! 
were not present at the morning session on Thursd 
the Small Hall to hear Miss Palmer, editor of 
{merican Journal of Nursing, give her ‘informal t 
on what has been achieved by professional organis 
in America. In spite of the small attendance, the n 
ing was most enthusiastic, and the discussion very get 
Miss Palmer commented on the fact that America 
outstripped England in her efforts to obtain State 1 
tration. This, she suggested, was due to the fact 
in America women had more freedom than in Eng] 
there was no question of their right to be heard. 
basis upon which State registration had been formed 
that of education, and in 1903 a society compose: 
groups of women from various States came together, 
a section for teaching superintendents was convened 
Mrs. Hampton Robb and a committee formed of s 
members. From that humble organisation of women 
now sprung a mother organisation with a membershiy 
300 teachers. Finally, when State registration 
actually taken place, it was laid upon this Societ 
Teachers and Examiners to evolve a practical and effi 
method by means of which the candidates might be 
perly instructed and the unfit eliminated. A Boar 
Examiners was appointed, and a scheme planned b 
upon other educational methods adapted to the pe 
exigences of nursing. A very high moral standard 
fixed as the test for candidates who, having worked 
it least five years as nurses, desired to be regist 
during the period of grace without passing examinat 
In the event of rejection, the refusal to pass appli 
as registered nurses was couched in the following té 
thus avoiding all difficulties of libel law :—‘‘The B 
fails to approve upon the evidence submitted.”’ Ih 
the Bill for State Registration was passed, and it be 
necessary to thoroughly organise the details of 


examination from the practical side as well as the the 


cal side. These methods vary a little according to the > 
but in New York examiners go to the various scl 
decided upon where the candidates from the various 
pitals are assembled to pass a number of practical t 
One result of State registration was the discovery 
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its in nursing education in such subjects as dietétics, 
giene, obstetrics, and as the system developed the 
lifferent standard of teaching in particular schools was 
scovered. The general standard was then raised, and 
all centres were obliged to conform to the high standard 
teaching given in larger schools. 
[he theoretical examinations for nurses were held under 
» same conditions as the medical examinations. Doctors 
America leave more to the nurse than in England, as 
rule. No doctor expects to have to instruct a nurse 
the practical management of her cases. Very often 
en a nurse is summoned to an operation case the doctor 
rely states what sort of operation it is, and expects 
nurse who has graduated and been registered to know 
ctly what instruments and appliances to provide and 
it will be the specific treatment in diet, &c., required 
erwards. It is, therefore, essential that both the 
‘tical and theoretical instruction shall be comprehen- 
and thorough. At the close of Miss Palmer’s *‘talk”’ 
stions were asked as to the effect of registration in 
erica upon the financial aspect. Miss Palmer stated 
as registration had raised the professional status of 
nurse, so it had raised the ratio of pay. A question 
s then asked as to the removal of a nurse from the 
ister. In reply, Miss Palmer said that all American 
ses had to be re-registered every three years, and 
dence proved there had been no moral lapse during 
previous three years. At present there is no penalty 
iched to the fact of any nurse not re-registering at 
ted intervals, but this point is under consideration for 
ture legislation. 
Owing to lack of time, the second part of the discus- 
on “The Duty of the Nurse to her Profession’’ was 
itted, much to the expressed regret of many nurses 
sent. 
THE NURSE AS PATRIOT. 
\liss Isla Stewart, matron of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, 
< the chair at this interesting meeting, on Thursday after- 
, and was supported by the delegates from Germany, 
erica, Holland, Finland, France and Belgium, Mrs. 
lford Fenwick, Miss Haldane, and Miss Sidney Browne, 
R.C. As soon as Mr. Haldane, Secretary of State for 
ir, began his speech, he was subjected to various inter- 
tions by ‘‘Suffragettes,’"” who were removed by the 
vards. 
Mr. Haldane, after giving a welcome to the foreign 
legates, said an international congress served a most 
eful purpose, as it gave an opportunity for the inter- 
inge of ideas with friends from abroad. In this 
intry, he said, a most remarkable development was 
ing made. He alluded to the organisation of the Terri- 
rial Force on a scientfic basis. In the case. of serious 
vasion one of the most important elements to be pro- 
led for was the care of the sick and wounded, not on 
» ground only of humanity, though that was the highest 
und, but in order that the sick and wounded men might 
restored to the ranks as quickly as possible. For that 
rpose he had invited the co-operation of women, every 
ss of the community which could bring skill to bear 
it would be helpful was asked to take a share in this 
eat national movement. The skill of the scientifically- 
ined woman was an integral part of the organisation, 
d the nursing element was of great importance. The 
eat medical profession was divided into two parts. It 
ntained those who had the highest knowledge of the 
ysician and the skill and courage of the surgeon, but 
was more and more recognised that nursing was of 
ial importance to either of them; without nurses the 
rk of the physician was in vain. 
The profession was growing to an importance it had 
ver had at any period in the history of the world. The 
rk of nurses in the army was most important, and 
army was properly organised without them. Women 
1 come forward splendidly for that purpose, and 
ganisation was proceeding apace. He hoped in a short 
e there would be a still larger scope for the employ- 
nt of the skilled services of these citizens. He expected 
reat results from this far-reaching invitation to women 
take part in an organisation which was for such a 
eat national purpose. 
He was looking forward to a time when in this and in 
er questions it would be recognised how old-fashioned 





was the idea that women were not the equal of men as 
regards citizenship, and there should be a full recognition 
of their right to participate in the advance of humanity. 
The nurse should remember she was not merely a private 
individual, but she should be a patriot, and bear her part 
in the defence of the country and take a share in the 
great national interests. It had been a great pleasure to 
him to be present and to tell them how deeply cognisant 
they were at the War Office of the work which women 
were doing for the State. 

Miss C. Elston, directrice, Ecole des Gardes Malades de 
l’Hoépital du Tondu, Bordeaux, then read a paper on 
‘Military Nursing in France.’’ Nursing in the military 
hospitals, she said, had until quite recently been carried 
out by soldiers, who took their turn in hospital, and were 
considered lucky by their comrades, as they escaped 
fatigue duty, the patients being ‘‘une quantité néglige- 
able.’” Many conalaiain, however, of the neglect of the 
patients were made, and in 1907 Monsieur Etienne, the 
Minister of War, made personal investigation into these 
rumours, with the result that it was resolved to appoint 
women nurses of French nationality between twenty-one 
and twenty-five years of age, holding a nursing certificate 
from a recognised school of training. They were required 
to undergo a nursing examination before admission to the 
service. The salaries ranged from £41 13s. 7d. for a 
third-class nurse to £50 for a first-class nurse, with lodg- 
ing allowance and the board of their rank. 

The certificates recognised by the Government were 
very varied, and the State approval was no guarantee of 
proficiency. It was quite possible to hold a diploma of 
the municipal nursing classes without having nursed a 
patient. It was also possible to be nursed in a Parisian hos- 
pital by an infirmier or infirmiére who held no certificate 
at all, and who had no intention of qualifying for one. 
In France the Red Cross Society arranged nursing classes, 
which were largely attended by society women. Those 
who wished to obtain certificates practised dressing in a 
dispensary for three months. A higher grade certificate 
was granted to those who worked for three months in a 
hospital approved by the Society, but even this course 
only meant a few hours’ work in the morning. The pro- 
fessional value of the Red Cross nurses in France was 
in no way the equivalent of those of Germany or America. 
The lectures were rather more advanced than the St. 
John’s Ambulance first-aid classes in England, but, at the 
most, these women had only the experience of a three 
months’ probationer. As a patriot the French nurse was 
well worthy of that name. No one could cast a doubt 
upon her love for her country, but the nursing qualities 
must be stimulated so that love of humanity might be 
honoured with the same laurels as devotion to the Father- 
land. 

Fraulein Karll showed how the Red Cross and the army 
nurses were organised in the German Army, most of the 
nurses belonging to a religious order. 

In the discussion that followed, Mrs. Bedford Fenwick 
said there had been one great omission, in that nothing had 
been said about the navy and the provision made by the 
Admiralty for nursing the sailors, who were as much de 
serving of the skill and care of trained nurses as the 
soldiers. The army had made wonderful improvement in 
the organisation of its nursing department, and was now 
a thoroughly well-ordered, efficient service, but the navy 
had yet to realise that improvements were necessary, and 
it was to be hoped that before long it would reach the 
high standard of army nursing. 


MORALITY IN RELATION TO HEALTH. 


Fraulein Agnes Karll presided on Friday morning in 
the Caxton Hall over a meeting for women only, the sub- 
ject being ‘‘ Morality in Relation to Health.’”’ She began 
by reading out some words of thanks which she had 
received from Miss Florence Nightingale for the kind 
message which had been sent to her. In introducing the 
subject before them, Fraulein Karll said that it would 
be hard to say how many suicides, how many deaths and 
long illnesses, and how much blindness amongst the babies 
had been caused by immorality. She asked what were 
the nurse’s duties in this respect. Was it right to keep 
people ignorant? 

The Hon. Albinia Brodrick then read a paper, in which 
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she did not approach her subject from 

a religious point of view, but 

ad to state some tacts sne short 
vathology of some of the venereal diseases, 
results to innocent victims. How 
to be stopped State regulation and isola- 
ied in other countries, but have failed. 
education. Teach the 


eth l, or 


gave a 


te rrible 


she said, was 
diminish alcoholism, and ad ypt a 
yn if possible, these would be the best 
s These evils were not a necessity, the 
lives should not be made. Reform was 
vith bitter opposition or paralysing in 
4 as fellow-citizens, however, should 
face to face with a fight against the 
timid, the vicious, and the feeble-minded 
thought that some of the difficulties in dealing 
from a feeling of hypocrisy 
1ame and a double standard of morals, one for 
nother for women. Nurses were not given 
ite instruction on these matters. In America 
tors were now taking up the matter, and many 
ere anxious to get definite instruction for their 
There should be better school 
the courts, a living wage should be 
If possible, there should be 
it hours’ work.ng day and no night work. All these 
ould reduce the number of the unfortunate 
venereal disease. In this work a nurse’s sphere 
unbounded if she was in earnest and 
could do so much preventive work, and 
uuld distribute literature and teach the children. 
Sister Victoria von Holn deplored the fact that ignor 
> wa o often called innocence. She thought that 
vuuld greatly influence women and children, and 
| nurses could do much 
Miss Maude, from New Zealand, said that in this work 
ften meet with sympathy from women. They 
Nurses could help in the teaching of mothers 
all, in teaching self-control. 
ers. of Leicester, spoke in support of the 
of education on such a subject 
rd Fenwick thought that much of the 
both in the towns and the country, due 
where so often all the family inhabited 


cy vere 
rudist tre 
Miss Do 


arose 


the subject 
re justice lu 
vs pe isioned. 


and wido 


us She 


ft 


ibove 


was 


Tue Nurse IN THE Mission FIELD. 
president of the Canadian 
Association of Trained Nurses, took the chair 
rnoon and reminded those nurses 
whatever phase of work they chose to take 
district, or work in foreign lands, 
issionaries in each and all of them. 
Margaret Fox, matron of the Prince of Wales’ 
pened her subject by declaring that the im 
due to the fact 
representative The 
came 


Mary A. Snively, 
session, 


} } 
school, 


nurse abroad was partly 


t England's 
essary to the mission 
moral, mental, and physical. 
drifted into work 
was needed. Desire must g 
infection of enthusiasm caught from 
desire was the primary attribute of the 
Christian character and Bible knowledge 
nsal It was a mistake to suppose that 
were deficient in intelligence 
The mission nurse must have a cheery 
Grumblers are 
of all they are not 
with 
d pleasant was a big Char 
il in n all work, and the nurs 
comprise womanly virtues as well as 
Grit and grip were two of the main 
haracter. Openness of mind and quickness 
ehension, facility in acquiring languages, fondness 
and a steady determination to keep up to 

of humour that was something more than 

d less than benevolence, patience, and an 

were the necessary mental attributes 
The physi ittributes 


s ere as 


es ne nurse 
is: spiritual 
Irs¢ ever mission 


purpose 


because 


quic! resourcefulness 
invwhere, but most 
ission field. Unselfishness combined 
manner asset. 
ission as in 


must 


rch 


ssionarv nurse 





rested mostly with the doctor, whose decision was fina 
but sound health and a lack of small infirmities wou 
facilitate the path of the mission nurse. As to training 
nurses must remember that nothing less than the ver 
best was any good at all in the foreign mission field. | 
would be wise for the nurse who desired to train with 
view to this branch of work to choose a training scho 
under a matron who was sympathetic to such aims. Als 
whilst there was much to be said in favour of the larg 
general training school, it was possible that a small 
school might be more helpful, in that there were no student 
attached to these, and the nurse had actually to do t} 
work instead of looking on at other people doing it. | 
was well to supplement the general training by midwifer: 
dispensing, or some other special branch. No tale. 
should be allowed to fall into disuse; all would be wante 
in the mission field; but in all, through all, and above al 
it must be remembered that the special spiritual attribut 
necessary to the mission nurse Love. Love for | 
work, love to her fellow-man, and love to God. 

Miss E. M. Stuart, C.M.S., medical missionar 
Ispahan, Persia, spoke of the practical sphere of wor 
in the mission field, and said that it was a strange thi) 
to remember how long it had taken the Church to realis 
that if she were to work along the same lines as th: 
Founder of Christianity, medical work must be ir 
cluded as well as the ethical and educational. This ha 
now been realised, however, and during the last twent 
five years medical missionary work had been well cd: 
veloped. Wherever medical work was done, there nurs 
were needed, and, few as were the medical stations, nurs: 
were fewer still. There was not one nurse to each stati 
even yet. Was this right? Was there indeed no call up 
Christian nurses to go out into the mission field? Wh 
was there this scarcity? Did nurses consider themselv: 
wasted in the foreign field? How could they work { 
any higher purpose or any higher person than the King 
of Kings’? There was so much to do at home. Why, 
course, there was always so much to be done by Christia 
nurses, but the question surely was not where am I wanted 
but where am I wanted most! Miss Stuart reiterated an 
strongly corroborated the need of such attributes as thos: 
advocated by Miss Fox. 

Miss Therese Taum spoke of the mission work carrie: 
on in Lapland, and said that whilst the majority of Laps 
were Christian, many were not. Miss Jacqueline Rutgers 
in speaking of nurses’ missionary work in India, mor 
particularly emphasised the need of personality and 
spiritual influence based upon a strong brotherly love 
Miss Dock, hon. secretary of the American Federation 
Nurses, said that she thought it was a pity nurses shoul 
look upon missionary work from the proselytizing poit 
of view, and she considered the ideal had been reached i 
the social settlement at New York, where natives of 
creeds and denominations were helped to return to the 
own several religions. Mrs. Hans Koch protested agains 
this opinion, and Miss Richardson spoke a few word 
about the Nurses’ Missionary League, with its memb 
ship of eleven hundred nurses, and said that the obj 
of the League were to unite all nurses in Christian wo1 
and endeavour, whether at home or abroad. 

Upon the conclusion of the discussion, votes of thai 
to Mrs. Bedford Fenwick and to the International Cour 
»f Nurses for their courtesy and kindness to foreign del 
gates were passed by Miss Therese Taum, Mrs. Hen: 
Tscherning, Mrs. Hans Koch, Miss E. Baikie, Miss Cat 
J. Tilanus, Miss Agnes Karlil, Miss Goodrich, and others 
and many bouquets were presented. The Congress t« 
minated with the singing of ‘‘ Auld Lang Syne”’ and ‘*( 
Save the King.”’ 


was 


EXHIBITION AND NURSING SPECIALITIES. 

Not the least interesting section of the Exhibit 
was that of the various preparations issued by well-kn: 
makers, who are bringing out new forms of druz 
ind clever surgical appliances. 

Sanitas, Stand I., was showing some 
small and compact 
able for private nurses, and to be 
should a sudden need arise 

Colgate and ¢ Stand IT.. is a New 
Colgate Talc Powder is bound to go straight 


evel 


Sanitas formig 
appliance conveniently port 
purchased cheap 


tors, a 


York firm. T! 
to the he 
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vy fastidious nurse who finds that her daily duties 
ving an evil effect upon her hands. Being insoluble, 
not dissolved or caked by perspiration, and its 
h sensation of freshness and softness on the skin 

to its being so finely ground, whilst it has also a 
te and refreshing scent. 

Newton Chambers and Co., Ltd., Stand III., 
lisplaying a choice collection of lzal preparations. 
ssesses the merit of resisting atmospheric condi- 
which renders it peculiarly valuable abroad. A mis- 

nurse from China was overheard saying that Izal 
her chief mainstay during a long tour in that 


Kate Cameron, Stand IV., the surgical corset 
ist, is a trained nurse from Leicester Infirmary, and 
meron Belt and Corset combined, for use after 
nal operations plainly show practised knowledge of 
ent’s needs. 
arnis, at Stand V.- 
ll known to need much description. 
ly interested in this exhibit. 
nd J. Taunton, Ltd., Stand VI., were showing an 
sting bed, 700 of which have lately been supplied 
Storthes Hall Asylum, Yorkshire. This firm has 
ade a speciality of extension attachments and pulley 
sions. 
srs. E. and R. Garrould, Stand IX., were displaying 
isual clever assortment of nurses’ requirements, one 
most attractive being the box for aseptic dressings. 

» and Oxo, at Stand XII., need little comment 
| the fact that the newest form of Oxo is the pep- 
| preparation, which is not flavoured or seasoned. 

Robinson, and Co., Stand XIII., were exhibiting 
n's Mustard Oil, which may be rubbed in like an 
ation, and does not blister. 

H. Bailey and Sons, Ltd., Stand XVII., were ex- 
g a special ‘‘Congress Bag,’’ with a fixed wash- 
nd also a removable washable lining, outside pocket, 
rotected corners. This bag was specially made for 
nurses, and has been commended by Miss 


Coleman and Co., Norwich, are 
Nurses were 


jueen’s 
NURSES’ EXHIBITS. 
able I., organised by the St. John’s House Nurses’ 
, one of the principal exhibits was the model of a 
rs bed and belies, baby’s cot bedding, and basket. 
ng more beautiful than the nursing mother’s night- 
fastening up at two sides and coming away square, it 
be hard to find. The York Road bed-incubator, with 
dressed in garments specially made for premature 
sand fastening over the front, was very realistic and 
tive. The needlework of the various garments on 
is most finished, and justly earned the commenda- 
visitors. The dressed dolls, representing indoor 
door uniforms of St. John’s House, and a quite 
Salvation Army nurse, also elicited enthusiastic 


PRACTICAL 


II., of dressings and appliances used in nursing 


head, was organised by the 
League, and represented 
London and the provinces. 
originality in the much- 
ed Teddy bear that graced the centre of the table. 
the exhibits, all really useful, there was an Undine 
tand from Moorfields, for washing out eyes, and 
excellent Atropine Drop Stand governed by the 
e of suction, which can be easily sterilised. 
I/1., organised by St. Bartholomew's Hospital 
League, presented some unique features in the 
n of old pewter bleeding-bowl, candle- 
dating from 1726, and a curious medicine spoon 
tiny aperture at one end, through which ap- 
nauseous mixtures were slowly sucked; also a 
on of modern surgical requirements, all very up- 


s and diseases of the 
er Infirmary Nurses’ 
eading hospitals in 

vas a strong touch of 


feeders, 


IV., organised by the Irish Nurses’ Association, 
ied many matrons’ names upon its organising com- 
emphasising a loyal spirit of comradeship and 
ration. Two bed-rests were shown. One, designed 
iss Reidy, matron of the Drogheda Memorial Hos- 
t the Curragh, was a wooden support, contrived with 
to cheapness and lightness, so that it could be 
d on the nurse’s bicycle to a poor patient. The 





Miss Huxley, of the private hospital 
elaborate. An invention which had 
Patrick Dun’s Hospital consisted of 
a kind of flannel jacket, by which an infant could be sup- 
ported and secured in bed, while St. Vincent's Hospital 
showed a neat washing wallet to hang by the bed. A set 
of dressings was shown by the Adelaide Hospital. 

Table \. justified its claim to the title ‘‘ International ”’ 
by various exhibits from Germany, including some beauti- 
fully made scale-model beds, with all appliances, charts, 
thermometers, &c., fixed in place. The life-size figure 
dressed in Army nurses’ uniform was very striking. The 
‘Assistance Publique’? and the Salpetriére Hospital, 
Paris, also sent exhibits which attracted much attention. 

Table VI. was confined to medals, badges and 
orders, and a selection of nursing papers. 

Among the exhibits of nurses’ inventions the 
Nicholas ear bandage and Nicholas foot cradle, an excel- 
lent bed crutch by Nurse Burt, a two-handled converse 
bed-pan by Nurse H. B. Cox, a knitted varicose veins’ 
bandage by Sister Kingham (of Fulham Infirmary), a bowl 
and tray for administering enema by Nurse Please, a 
doctor’s boot for theatre use by Sister Sellar, and a very 
quaint and useful mosquito hat with no name attached 

Among the striking exhibits in the small Anfe-rooms I. 
and Il. were a selection of models showing the adminis- 
tration- of many nursing acts, organised by the London 
Missionary School of Medicine, and the mortuary appoint- 
ments in use at various hospitals. The school nursing 
exhibit was interesting, in that it set forth clearly the 
work and duties of the school nurse by means of papers, 
reports, and photographs. Among the models were ex- 
tensible school cots for drawing over the demon- 
strating how quickly and effectually a whole class-room 
of infants could be put to rest, and how, being made of 
sacking, easily detached. They are hygienic as well as 
convenient. 


other, designed by 
‘Elpis,”’ was more 
been adopted by Sir 


books, 


were 


desks, 


SOCIAL FUNCTIONS. 

Home” at St. Bartholomew's to meet the 
foreign countries assembled for 
the International Congress of Nurses, the hostesses were 
the present nurses and those who have been connected 
with the hospital during the past twenty-five years. In 
the picture on p. 626 will be seen, from left to right, in 
the first row :—Miss Musson, General Hospital, Birming- 
ham; Miss E. Laurence, Victoria, Australia; Miss 
Peyton Jones, Royal Victorian Trained Nurses’ Associa- 
tion; Miss Holmes, Bournemouth; Miss ‘Tedford, 
Montreal. Second Row :—Miss Joy; Miss Struve; Miss 
Ehrlicher; Miss Isla Stewart, St. Bartholomew's Hos- 
pital; Mrs. Bedford Fenwick, President International 
Council of Nurses; Miss Jake Hagiwara; Miss Akimoto. 
Third Row:—Miss M. Breay; Miss A. T 

Toronto; Miss G. M. Molony, Quebec; Miss 

Torbes, Montreal; Miss E. Hullinyer, New York; 
Isla Blomfield, Sydney; the Representative from Nor- 
way; Miss R. Cox Davies, Royal Free Hospital; Miss 
Cutler, St.  Bartholomew’s Hospital; Miss T. G. 
Lanschot Hubrecht; Miss Mollett, Southampton; Sister 
Luke and Sister Lawrence, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. 

\ large number of delegates attended the reception 

given by the American Ambassador and Mrs. Whitelaw 
Reid on Wednesday afternoon at Dorchester House. 
Sefore the reception there large luncheon-party, 
to which the chief delegates had been invited. It was a 
very brilliant gathering, and the French Ambassador 
and the Belgian and Swedish Ministers were present 
to greet the delegates from their several countries. 
Mrs. Whitelaw Reid has shown a_ keen interest 
in the progress of the Congress, and, indeed, has 
for many years been interested in nurses and nursing, 
since before her marriage she was for m: any years directrice 
of the Training School for Female Nurses, Belleville Hos- 
pital, New York. Mr. Milis, her father, who was present 
on Wednesday, was the — of the Training School 
for Male Nurses in New York. Mrs. Whitelaw Reid 
has also taken an active part in American Red Cross 
organisation. 

About three hundred people sat down to the banquet 
on Wednesday evening in the Georgian Hall of the Gaiety 
Restaurant, when the chairman was the Right Hon. Lord 
Ampthill. After coffee had been served, the chairman 
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i the health of the King, and alluded to the great 
t his Majesty had always taken in nursing, and to 
cious message he had sent to the Congress and 
delegates who were to visit Windsor on Satur- 
The next toast was that of the International Council 
rses, with which were coupled the name of the new 
tional President, Fraulein Agnes Karll, and of the 
esident, Mrs. Bedford Fenwick. He alluded to the 
ind energy Sister Agnes Karll had displayed in 
ing the work of nursing in Germany. He paid a 
tribute to Mrs. Bedford Fenwick, and said few 
en would have stuck so persistently for twenty 
to a cause as Mrs. Fenwick had to that of State 
tion. In his dealings with her in connection with 
ise he had been specially struck by her attributes 
r thinking and indomitable courage. He also 
to welcome by name Miss Goodrich, president 
American Federation of Nurses; Miss Tilanus, 
it of the Dutch Nurses’ Association; Baroness 
heim, president of the Finnish Nurses’ Association ; 
[scherning, president of the Danish Council of 
Miss Snively, president of the Canadian National 
tion of Trained Nurses. 
ladies all returned thanks in suitable terms. 
Hampton Robb proposed the health of Mons. 
w, Directeur de l’Administration Générale de 
ince Publique, Paris. 
Stewart then gave the health of the chairman, 
ike of the great services he had done in success- 
jiloting the State Registration Bill through the 
f Lords. 


ompany joined in singing, ‘For he’s a jolly good 


| Ampthill, in reply, said it gave him great pleasure 
eside at so representative a gathering. He should 
be glad to i anything he could in the cause of 
ition, and wished it every success. 
reception at the Mansion House, on Thursday 
on, presented a very gay scene. A large number 
gates and members were present, and were re- 
by the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress, the 
. and the Misses Truscott. They were received in 
saloon, and passed from there into the Egyptian 
vhere refreshments were served and a delightful 
erformed. 
the close of the afternoon session of the Congress 
lay, several of the members went to visit the Mili- 
Hospital at Millbank, while a large contingent ac- 
the kind invitation of Miss Brodrick to tea ia 
rish Village at the White City. One whole side of 
freshment building had been reserved for the 
A plate of attractive strawberries and cream was in 
ice, and colleens in green gowns were in attendance. 
tea, the Baroness Mannerheim thanked Miss Brod- 
1 behalf of the delegates for her kind hospitality, 
esented her with a bouquet. In returning thanks, 
‘rodrick made an amusing speech describing her Irish 
The company then repaired to another hall, where 
—— entertainment of Irish songs and dancing 
ovided. 
four hundred delegates and members journeyed 
idsor on Saturday afternoon, and were shown all 
e Castle. The beauties of the Chapel and State 
were specially explained to the guests, who, by the 
ommand, were granted every facility for seeing 
stle and gardens. A party of about two hundred of 
reign delegates were driven to Eton, where they 
ntertained to tea. The Canadian delegates drove 
rmore, where, with the King’s permission, they laid 
beautiful wreath on Queen Victoria’s tomb. The 
which was composed of purple orchids, lilies of 
ley, and other choice flowers, bore in gold letters 
ple ribbon the inscription :— 
loyal, loving, and tender memory of our Empress 
Victoria, an offering of heartfelt homage and un- 
levotion from the Canadian National Association of 
d Nurses.’’ 
g the members of the Canadian National Associa- 
Trained Nurses who accompanied Miss Snively 
-Miss L. Brent and Miss A. J. Scott, Toronto; 
Goodhue, Miss Welch, Miss E. Baikie, Miss Fisk, 
Tedford, Miss Des Brisay, and Miss Colquhoun, 





Montreal; Miss Wilson, Kingston; and Miss Maloney, 
Quebec. 

At the close of the session on Friday afternoon, the 
Congress being ended, Mrs. Bedford Fenwick made the 
following announcements about the prizes which had been 
awarded to the Nursing Exhibition :— 

lst prize to the District Nursing Section. 

2nd prize to the exhibit organised by the nurses of 
the Leicester Infirmary, 

3rd prize to the St. John’s House Nurses’ Maternity 
exhibit. 

For the best inventions :— 

lst prize to Miss Eden for her aluminium district 
nurses’ box. 

2nd prize to Miss Huxley for: the Elpis bed-rest. 





ADVICE ON CHARITIES 
REPLIES. 
[Will correspondents please note, unless the case if one 
of exceptional urgency or there is some really adequate 
cause, I cannot reply by post even if stamped envelope is 
sent. And will correspondents enclose their name and 
address, and a pseudonym for the paper.) 
(Letters asking for information as to charities, etc., to 
be addressed to Cassandra, c/o THe Nursinc Times.) 


Holiday Home for Children (E. M. C.).—What you 
want is really difficult to find, for although the mother 
is an invalid the children are healthy, so that they would 
not be eligible for the ordinary convalescent home for 
children, and I fear it is too late for applications to be 
entertained by the Children’s Country Holiday Fund. 
However, will you write at once to Miss R. H. Tawney, 
18 Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C., asking her 
to tell you of a home where the children could go. 
They have the addresses of scores of respectable cottagers, 
willing to take children for seven shillings a week, and 
no doubt as there are four, you could get this sum 
reduced. Then there is the ‘“‘Children’s Fresh Air Mis- 
sion,’ Secretary, Mrs. Percival, Onslow Street Schools, 
Clerkenwell Road, London, E.C. But here again I am 
afraid that it is rather late for anything to be , under 
their auspices, but they would no doubt give you 
addresses. You might also apply to Mr. Frank Clements, 
Passmore Edwards Holiday Home for Children, 56 Old 
Bailey, E.C., and ask if the children could be taken at 
the Clacton-on-Sea home. It is possible that if not full 
they might be taken at the ‘‘Home for Children,’ Up- 
lands, Loughton; matron, Miss Pinchard. I have selected 
the ones that are near to Stratford on account of the 
railway fare, and I hope one or other will do. May I 
give you a hint? If they go to a cottage home, do write 
to the district nurse of the district, and ask her opinion 
as to whether the cottage, &c., is really nice. If you 
enclose a stamp and regard her letter as absolutely con- 
fidential I am sure that she will help you. 


Private Nursing Home (Crescent Grove).—I am afraid 
that I could not mention your nursing home in these 
columns for several reasons. The chief are that I know 
nothing of you personally, that your home does not come 
within my province of charity, and, lastly, that if I 
mentioned yours, I should have to do the same for others, 
and this would defeat the object we have in view, which 
I hear from nurses on every side promises to meet a 
real want. But this I could do, well knowing the immense 
difficulty that people of the refined class have in finding 
any sort of nice invalid home where ladies are taken for 
so very moderate a sum as thirty shillings a week and 
even less, more especially as you have trained nurses, I 
will place your name on my list and give it privately 
if you will furnish me with a testimonial testifying to 
the merit of your Home, from one of the medical men of 
standing in your district. People must, of course, make 
their own inquiries independently. My responsibility will 
begin and end with giving your address, &c., which on 
the guarantee of a doctor I shall be happy to do. 

Recommends Home (Miss Ford).—Will you kindly 
furnish me with further particulars, viz., where is the 
locality, what is the social rank of the ‘‘nice, refined 
widow.’’ and would she be prepared to take someone 
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vVanting constant care In this case, would a medical 
ur tanding recommend het And has she servants 
1 servant for the proper service needed 1 am much 
ybliged to vou for recommending her, and with these 
part ual ould pr »bably some day use her address. 
Please a note I do not reply by post. 
Home for Diabetes Case. (A. F. C.).—I wish you 
ud told me exactly what you can afford, as it is then 
easl a yive really useful advice You should 
the ‘Sisters of Bethany,” 9 Lloyd Street, 
London, W.( heir Home is very nice. But, however, 
1 h to have your sister nearer you; write to 
St. Catharine’s Home, St. Mary’s Road, Manningham, 
it which free patients are taken. At the ‘Hospital of 
St. John and St. Elizabeth,’’ the sisters, who all give 
their services free, are wonderfully good to the patients. 
This under Roman Catholic auspices, though patients 
ll religions are taken. It is quite free, and there 
e skilled physicians and surgeons in attendance on the 
patient vho are kept any length of time. But this, 


( s London, the address being Grove End Road. 
St. John’s Wood You might write to the Secretary 
1f the Yorkshir: Home for Chronic Cases, Ash Grove, 
Harrogate. I telieve that there is a fixed payment of 
twelve shillings a week asked, but itis very likely that 
the sister of a nurse would be taken for less. If none 


f these suit, will you write again, giving me full paz 


Care of Patient (Nurse Isabelle).—Please see my reply 
Crescent Grove.’’ And in your case—if, as I under 
stand it, it is the ordinary sort of patient that you want, 
paying the usual fees—I am afraid that you would not 
eligible for my register at all; for though I am very 
glad to know of any places where an invalid lady would 
e taken from one guinea a week and really cared for, | 
im afraid that I could not deal here with the ordinary 
! home or private family taking in patients. 
Perhaps you would let me know your terms. 


Sea Bathing oo at Margate (Nurse Clayton). 


Of course, Marg is the place for the patient of ‘whom 

i speak, but the terms are high at this excellent Sea 
sathin "Hospits viz., twenty-eight shillings a week 
inless you can get a Governor's letter. You had better 
vrite to the Secretary (Mr. A. Nash) at the Office of 
Hospital, 13 Charing Cross, London, W.C., as I 
know that reduced payments are taken to suit the 


success there, write to the 
Shaw), of the Royal Bath Hospital, 
patients are taken free for threg 
ind if it is thought that the case would 
stay, an extension of time is recom 
Committee of Management. It seems a 
and if you fail in both directions write to 


means Failing any 


Home for Mentally-defective Infant (Miss G.).— 
You night first write to the National Association tor 
Promoting the Welfare of the Feeble-Minded sec retary, 
Miss Kirby; chairman, Mr. Dickinson (of the L.C.C:), 
72 De on House, Vauxhall Bridge Road. They have a 

f homes. ‘Then there is another lady who is 

56 of a society for helping the feeble-minded 

dre Miss Bertha James, 364 Longridge Road, Earl's 

( irt The y have a cottage home for children Will she 
ite to Miss Bartholomew, 15 Clapton Square, N.E., 

i { the child could be taken at their home, but I 

e there is a payment of 5s. or 10s. a week there ; also 
nother lady, Miss Wemyss, Washwell, Painswick. She 
for deficient children, but at all these places 

st difficult to gefé a child in at once. However, 

the Society at Denison House are most well informed and 
xious to do the best for each individual child, and I am 
lite sure this lady will get the best information and 
vice It is, however, a real problem as to what to do 
th the mentally deficient baby. There are numbers of 
for children over seven, and one or two for women 

ight from the hospitals. If she has no success, let 
er write to me again. There ts a small, private one, 
I am not sure I am justffied in giving it without 


ission, and it only takes six babies, so it is 


generally 
verflowing 





NOTES FROM INDIA 


From a Correspondent.) 


\ ISS GRACE TINDALL, matron of the Can 
LV Allbless Hospitals, has been appointed Cons 
Bombay for the R.B.N.A., and will be delighted 
and help any English nurses arriving in that town. 

In comparison with the situation of the other hos 
the Cama and Allbless Hospitals, Bombay, have 
advantage, one being surrounded by the new dock 
the Victoria Station, the other being in the heart 
thickly-populated native part of the town. Only 
and children patients are admitted, and the doctor 
Miss Benson, M.D.London, in charge, assisted by a s 

ian and a house surgeon. 

A new wing to the Allbless is built, and will 
be opened, comprising a labour ward for five 
another for three Europeans, with reception and 
rooms, and an obstetric theatre with a sterilising 
Another house surgeon will be appointed, who will 
rooms provided in the new wing, and she will be e: 
responsible for the Allble SS Kospital. 

Che Cama provides accommodation for general m: 
Parsee medical, children, and surgical patients, 
theatre being attached. The wards are built in the 
Indian fashion, with wide verandahs, which are 
free of beds, the wards always being over-full, an 
patients overflow on to the verandahs. The floors 
everywhere tiled, the various offshoots being attach: 
the main building by tiled, roofed ways, the 
building being raised four steps from the grou 
account of the swainping rains during the monsoon px 
The staff is largely composed of natives, all of 
must have passed what is equivalent to the f 
standard at least. There are about thirty-four 
nurses, a few of whom are English or Eurasian, and s 
charge nurses, two being most competent, reliable nati 
one of whom takes charge of the out-patients, the 
nurses taking it in turns to assist for a month; 
was appointed, after training here, to take night ch 
in the labour ward alternately with another, because 
tinuous night duty as in England is not possible here. 

A private nursing institute has also just been 
augurated in connection with the hospital. At the end 
three years some of the native women are as good 
mentary nurses as could be found anywhere, excelling 
midwifery, of which they are very fond, and learning 
treat normal cases most skilfully, and 'to diagnose 
send for the doctor in anything abnormal. 
these nurses are not taught or allowed to carry out s 
of the more advanced treatments that fall to the lot 
an English nurse, such as the giving of hypodermic 
jections, subcutaneous normal saline, bladder washing, 
so on, nor are they allowed to do surgical dressing un 
a charge nurse is present, as their moral character is 
of a sufficiently high order for them to be depended 
to carry out the strictly aseptic or antiseptic lessons w! 
thev have been taught. I have no doubt that, just as 
native and Eurasian nurses are infinitely superior to tl 
trained in this very hospital ten and fifteen years ag 
with the teaching which we give with the most per 
thoroughness, and giving them a three years’ contir 
training in the wards, they will in time rise to 
possibilities of their profession and vie with their Eng 
comrades, as do some of the Indian medical female 
fession. And knowing that such must be the ain 
English lady superintendents of Indian Hospitals, 
Association of Nursing Superintendents of India has | 
formed, and we are now endeavouring to gather toget 
the necessary funds for a monthly journal. 
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FREE LEGAL ADVICE. 
Legal advice by a barrister-at-law ia given fre 
readers of THE NURSING TIMES who atta 
to their letters the to be 


answers appear 


coupon ‘* Legal,” Sound 
our advertisement pages. The 


“requent intervals in a special column. 
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TLE FP PONT Ee 


one of the most popular. 


have, while still at school, 
home duties. 










ae — 6 Rev. the 
staff on July 20th, 


made for the establishment of a separate fund to main- 
tain the chapel and meet the expenses connected with 


the Bishop 


CHANGES AT GUY’S HOSPITAL 
ISS BONSER has been appointed matron of the 
\ Government Hospital at Cyprus, and will sail on the 
h of July. The appointment is a good one, since 
ernment appointments in Cyprus carry a pension with 
m, the time of qualification for the pension com- 
neing from the date of sailing. The hospital contains 
mit sixty beds, and affords excellent nursing and ad- 
inisteative work. Miss Bonser has been at Guy's Hos- 
1 for about eight years, having obtained C.M.B., and 
er branch qualific ations, and been on the private ‘staff. 
r place as medical night sister will be filled by Miss 
inis, sister of Patience Ward. 
The front surgery at Guy’s Hospital will shortly be 
ved to the new buildings in Maze Pond, since the 
npletion of this new section of the out- -patient depart- 
ent is anticipated in about four weeks. The resident 
rgical ofticer and taking-in staff will then remove to 
front square of the new building. 








‘HE SCHOOL CHILD AND HEALTH 


T the Health Congress held in Leeds last week, the 
conten dealing with the proper care of children was 
It discussed the bringing up of 

iildren so as to secure the best results plgulasiy and 
ientally. Sir James Crichton Browne presiding, said 
at we were apt to invert things in this country. He 
id always held that nutrition should come before educa- 
on, and that we had squandered millions of money by 
ur present method of putting education into bodies that 
ere not fit to receive it. Another doctor said that it was 
amentable to see children in an absolutely filthy and 
erminous condition being taught Tennyson and Shake- 
peare, instead of being instructed how to keep them- 
lves clean. Several teachers also brought their point of 
iew to bear on the subject, and it was urged that one 
f the greatest social needs was to inculcate the power 
ind sanctity of the home, and that every girl should 
a thorough quaeeliog in all 








[HE BRITISH HOME AND HOSPITAL 


FOR INCURABLES 

Lord Bishop of Southwark 
preached a special sermon to the patients and nursing 
Founder’s Day, when an appeal was 


he spiritual aid given by the clergy to the poor suffering 
nmates, many of whom are bedridden. In his sermon 
gave a sincere greeting, not only to the 
ssembled patients, but to the nursing staff, and said 
hat it had come within his province as a bishop to notice 
ow valuable were the services of good nurses. It was a 
yuching sight to see so many helpless and crippled people 
ming a congregation, and by their bright faces and 
‘rave demeanour illustrating the truth of the state- 
ent that out of pain and suffering borne in willing co- 
peration with God come the potency and glory of life. 
This Home, which stands upon the summit of the 
rown Hill at Streatham, commands a glorious view, and 
most home-like and comfortable for the patients. It 
ems a pity that the nurses, upon whom fall the heat 
nd burden of the day in nursing these very long and 
mmetimes very wearing cases, do not receive rather more 
msideration. The hours on duty are long for such 
dious and difficult work. The nurses have breakfast at 
30, and go on duty from 7 a.m. till 9.30 p.m. They 
ily have hours off duty on alternate days, = then only 
o hours, with half a “day once a week. The accommo- 
ition for them also leaves room for criticism, cubicles 
ly being provided for the probationers, and there is 
ily one room for meals and recreation; nor is the food 
| that could be wished. The nurses come here quite 
yang and pass on to general hospitals for further train- 
g. The salaries are good for young probationers, start- 
x at £14, and increasing by £1 annually. There are in 
eighty-two beds, and the outdoor pension relief is a 
reat feature of the work, some 370 people getting pensions 
f £20 per annum. 





THE CARNFORTH LODGE FETE 
By a VISITOR 


MUST at once admit that it was the prospect 
of seeing performing bears that induced me, who 
am nothing if not a lover of animals, to buy a ticket 


for the annual féte of the Hammersmith and Fulham 


D.N.A. at Carnforth Lodge. Passing through the be- 
flagged entrance of Carnforth Lodge, I found myself 
amid truly rural surroundings, the rusticity of which 


were compensated for by the attendants in most becoming 
caps and aprons, who forthwith invited me to tea beneath 
a spreading oak-tree. The scene was a vivid one, and the 
animation of the hon. secretary and her band of helpers 
was most refreshing. After tea, I took a turn in the 
garden, passing stalls decorated with all manner of eat- 
ables and wearables. The sun went down and the stars 
came out, and with them the performing bears! A roar 
of laughter caused me to turn my head and rapidly 
proceed to where an amateur and highly successful auc- 
tioneer was disposing of the few artic les left for sale, 
after which, the delectable part-singers having finished 
and the band having played ‘“‘God Save the King,”’ I 
passed through Carnforth Lodge resolved to come again 
next year if there is another /éte. 

Incidentally, it should be mentioned that under the able 
superintendence of Miss Curtis the nurses do a vast 
amount of good work in this very poor district. 





HAMPSTEAD WORKHOUSE INFIRMARY 


LETTER has recentiy appeared in the Hampstead 
A and Highgate Express championing the cause of the 
Hampstead Workhouse nursing staff. The facts of the 
affair are these. Miss Platt, sister-in-charge at the 
Hampstead Infirmary, is very keen and energetic in pro- 
moting the interests of her staff. She it was who, upon 
her’ arrival seven years ago, set to work to improve 
things and do away with the half-trained element, and in 
one year managed so to raise the standard as to 
be able to start a proper training school. From that 
time to this Miss Platt os relaxed no effort, and bit by 
bit this infirmary has risen to a high standard. Being 
convinced, however, that union on co-operation alone 
can spell progress, it was desired by the medical and 
nursing staff that some sort of a nurses’ league should 
be formed on the lines of the Guy’s Past and Present 
Nurses’ League. To consider this matter, it was neces- 
sary that a public meeting should be held, ‘and the doctor 
of the wale ouse very kindly suggested that this meeting 
should take place in his own garden, not three minutes 
walk from the infirmary, and connected also by telephone. 
As many nurses who had worked at Hampstead and were 
now scattered were coming, Miss Platt arranged that the 
seniors—that is, the charge nurses—should all go for the 
first half of the roceedings, as naturally their opinion 
was needed for drawing up resolutions and so on for 
this new league. Miss Platt did not take this step 
without having gone through every ward and assured 
herself that there was not a bad case left to the juniors 
on duty. Finally she herself proposed to join the gather- 
ing, having given strict orders that she was to be 
telephoned for should any emergency arise. Some time 
later, however, the Master of the workhouse reported 
Miss Platt for grave dereliction of duty, alleging she had 
left the infirmary improperly staffed and in an unsafe 
condition, and then deserted it herself. To anyone not 
knowing the true facts of the case this sounded very 
serious indeed, and it is not to be wondered at that the 
Guardians are in a state of anxiety. It must be remem- 
bered, however, that no ward was ett without any nurse, 
and that, in the matron’s opinion, the nurses left were 
quite competent to manage t e teas, and careful arrange- 
ments had been made to summon help at once should it 
be needed. Many signs point to the fact that the whole 
affair is born of the same old difficulty—friction between 
the master and the nurse in charge. Meanwhile the Nurses’ 
League hangs fire until the excitement is over. The staff 
are indignant at any aspersion of neglect being cast 
upon their matron, whom they well know to have their 
interests, and the best interests of the infirmary, at heart 
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MILLER GENERAL HOSPITAL 
ISS MUSSETT has been appointed matron. She 
\ was trained at the London Hospital, where she was 
afterwards staff nurse and sister of medical and surgical 
wards. For the last five years Miss Mussett has been in 
charge of the Jewish wards, where she gained house- 
keeping experience, being responsible for the food supplies 
in the Jewish kitchen and for the supervision of the 
Hebrew cook. The Miller Hospital will therefore have 
the benefit of her very unique experience, in addition to 
gaining Londor nurse, who is leaving her old train- 
ing school amid universal regret. 
NURSES’ CAMP 
“T°HE third Camp for Nurses, arranged by the Mission- 
l iry League is held this year at Mundesley-on-Sea. 
Sixteen sisters and nurses were present the whole week, 
und three others visited the camp for a day. Dr. Emme- 
line Stuart, from Persia, Miss Richardson, secretary, and 
some members of the committee were also present. 
Meetings, Bible readings, and discussions on the work of 
the League occupied the mornings outdoor amusements 
filled _ afte rnoons, while in the evenings addresses were 
given on ‘‘ Mission Work in Persia,’’ ‘‘ Service,”’ ‘‘ Personal 
Work,”’ ‘* Responsibility,’’ &c 
HOL —— UNION INFIRMARY 
"T° HE nurses irters, formerly so unsatisfactory, offex 
| 1 complete transformation scene There are little 
vooden cubicles, each one fitted with a wardrobe, a wash- 
ing basin, with water hot and cold, and there is a com- 
plete absence of trunks and oddments under the beds. The 


also much improved. 


green diste ay ieee walls, 


All are painted 
which gives a 


sisters rooms are 
white, with pale 


fresh, cool appearance, and the floors are now covered with 
linoleum, and incandescent light has been added; also 
there is a gas-fire stove in every room. So far only the 
day staff quarters have been altered, but the night nurses’ 
dormitories are to be changed in exactly the same way. 
The nurse recreation room now belongs to the nursing 

fi nd is a very nice room indeed, large and 

ft od comfortable furniture, sofas, chairs, &c. 
Of course, the sooner a separate sitting-room is obtained 

ters’ use alone the better. 





NOTES FROM SHEFFIELD 


*O happy and contented, and completely enamoured 
Sof their work, are the nurses on the staff of the 
Children’s Hospital at Sheffield, that the matron, Miss 
Pountney, is rarely in the position of requiring a new 
charge nurse. Owing, however, to the resignation of 
Nurse Robertshaw, who, after four years’ service, has 


retired into private life for a rest and change, a vacancy 
has been created on the staff of the Western Bank insti- 


tution, and this the matron has filled by the appointment 
of Nurse Robinson, who comes from Carshalton, in 
Surrey, and will take up her duties this week. One of 


the latest additions to the equipment of the Children’s 
Hospital at Sheffield is an X-ray department, the gift of 
Mr. Reginald Fowler and a number of his friends. The 
only re gret of the matron and her nursing staff, a regret 
shared by the Governing Board of the hospital, is that 
there are six cots in the new ward remaining empty 
owing to lack of funds—in the shape of endowments or 
subscriptions. Since, however, the Board and honorary 
medical staff fell in with the arrangements made by the 
Sheffield Education Committee, for the systematic 
examination of school-children, there has been a large 
increase in the number of out-patients at this hospital, 
and it is gratifying that the out-patient department has 


been fully able to cope with it. 
JESSOP HOSPITAL. 

Wirnarn the last month, several changes have taken 
place in the nursing staff of the Jessop Hospital for 
Women, of which Miss Bourchier is matron. The 
theatre sister—-Sister Mathews—has left to take an 
equally responsible position at the Royal Hospital, Ports- 


ind Staff-Nurse Hoyle has taken an appointment 
Wakefield Infirmary. New appointments to 


mouth : 
as sister at 


the staff at the Jessop Hospital for Women include 
Sisters North and Pryce—the latter changing from Wrex- 
ham, after being trained at Oldham. 








A HOSPITAL FOR ANIMALS 


NE of the most interesting and deserving charitj 

in London is the Hospital for Animals, which 
carried on by Our Dumb Friends’ League, in High Street 
Belgrave Road, S.W. Here the animals of the poor a 
housed and treated in time of sickness by kindly nurse 
under Dr. Sewell, who operates, when necessary, in 
kinds of difficult surgical cases. There is a horse wa: 
donkey ward, dog ward, cat ward, and bird ward; b 
ame of all kinds are admitted, from monkeys to t] 
white nanny-goat who is at present being treated for 
swollen foreleg, which she seems to display to visit 
with a pathetic appeal for sympathy. The little dog wv 
swallowed an iron skewer, and was so skilfully operat: 
upon by the kind doctor, now frisks about and ba 
joyfully. Cats are successfully treated for canker in t 
ear, a distressing and very prevalent ailment; there 
also cases of broken legs (at present in splints), e 
injuries, and, in fact, all pussy diseases. The instituti 
deserves to be widely known and supported, for it d 
incalculable good in alleviating the misery of the 
animals themselves, and also makes for the help 
comfort of the poor owners, to whom a pet dog or 
means much, not to speak of the material aid in havi 
treatment gratis for such a useful breadwinner as 
coster’s donkey or horse. The premises are light, airy 
and beautifully kept; the attendants evidently work 
amore. The hospital receives paying patients also, a1 
one cannot imagine a place where they would be happi 
or better treated. A lethal chamber is provided, wh: 
the ‘‘happy dispatch ”’ is administered at a small charg 
Sad to say, funds are urgently needed if this excell 
work is to be carried on. The sum of £300 is wante: 
and as a lady has promised £100 if the remainder 
be raised within a few weeks, he gives twice who giv: 
quickly. 





NOTES FROM BRADFORD 


‘HE splendid work done at the Bradford Fever H 
pital has always made the inadequacy of accomm 
énian for the nurses the more regrettable. For a lor 


time now the staff has been uncomfortably crowded, bi 
with the opening of the new nurses’ home—a ceremo 
which took place on Tuesday, July 13th—this state 


affairs has been most admirably remedied. 

The Lord Mayor of Bradford (Mr. James Hill) pet 
formed the opening ceremony, and the afternoon’s cers 
mony concluded in a concert given by the nurses. T! 
new home stands away from the other buildings, on th 
crest of the hill, and contains thirty-one bedrooms, eac! 
furnished with a pretty light oak suite. The sitting 
rooms, too, are most artistically furnished, the hon 
sister’s and night superintendent’s being especially charn 
ing with their comfortable armchairs and fumed o 
tables. But, indeed, comfortable chairs seem legion i 
the home, a feature due largely to the kindly forethoug! 
of the matron (Miss Mellor), who realises how necessa 
rest is to the nurse off duty. The big dining-room, wit! 
its fresh green walls, its handsome oak sideboard a1 
mantelpiece, and the sitting-room, with its wide window 
looking out over all Bradford, should both be high! 
appreciated by the occupants, and altogether the Feve 
Hospital nursing staff is to be congratulated on its nev 
quarters. 

In addition to the new home, an observation block h: 
been built, in twin blocks of wards for five beds, eac! 
with its own kitchen and offices. 


THE EYE AND EAR HOSPITAL. 


Tue present building is a fine one, but its six ward 
—containing forty-five beds—are quite unable to meet th: 
demands made on them, 
turned away. Miss Harrison, the matron, has under he 
a staff of three sisters and five probationers, all kep 
very busy by the exacting work of such an institution 
The wards are all on one floor, opening off the centra 
corridor, and there are spacious day rooms, 
rooms, &c. A new wing is much needed, however, to ade 
quately cope with the work. 


and many patients have to be 


receiv ing 
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For Infants, Invalids and 
¥ the Aged Benger’s Food is 


| soothing and satisfying. 


It is made with fresh, 
new milk when _ used, 
is dainty and delicious, 
¥ highly nutritive and most 











\ ‘ . 
¥ easily digested. \ 
\ Benger’s Food is sold in tins by \ 
\ Chemists, etc., everywhere. \ 
\ \\ 
\ \ 











Doctors Say— 


What doctors themselves say about the 
usefulness and value of OXO must be of interest 
to the profession. Here are extracts from a few 
letters taken at random from thousands of similar 
letters received—letters which show that OXO 
will accomplish what other foods will not. 


“I insist on my patients having OXO because 
you have your own Farms and Cattle, and per- 
sonally certify every ounce of beef used in its 
manufacture.’’ * * 

‘*T have much pleasure in informing you that I 
am recommending OXO very largely in my 
practice, and I have found it simply invaluable in 
cases of Influenza, Gastric Ulcers, etc., etc.”’ 

* * 7 

**T recommend OXO to all my patients, and we 

use a great deal of it ourselves.” 
* * * 

** My conviction, from experience, of the nutri- 
tive and sustaining powers of your OXO grows 
firmer as time goes on.’’ 

. - * 

‘*T may mention that I continue to use and re- 
commend OXO as being the best preparation of 
its kind on the market.’’ 


OXO 


OXO, 4, LLOYD’S AVENUE, LONDON, E.C. 











The “REDNOR” 


THERMOMETER. 





MAY, ROBERTS & CoyY.'S, LTD., ‘ REDNOR” CLINICAL. 


Index marked in red above normal, bold figures, 
easily read, Ld. each. 


- CATHETERS, 


RED RUBBER, ASEPTIC. 
Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8, 10 & 11. 


o / m per dozen. 


PRICE LIST quoting many things of 

interest to Nurses, SENT POST FREE 

on receipt of Professional Card. 
Mention NURSING TIMES, 


MAY, ROBERTS & CO., L? 


7,9 & Il, Clerkenwell Rd., LONDON, E.C. 
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The New Dietetic Preparation. 


OVALTINE is a dietetic preparation—in 
granular powder form—of high therapeutic 
value, made of Malt Extract, Fresh 
Eggs, Milk, and Converted Cocoa, and 
containing Active Lecithin. 

Extremely Nourishing and highly Restorative. 
VERY PALATABLE and acceptable to 
the most delicate stomach. Simple to prepare. 
The best substitute for Tea, Coffee, 
&c., and the only preparation of this 
kind containing Organic Phosphorous 
(Lecithin). 

A powerful digestive Agent and a Nervine 
Tonic of the highest order. 


VALTIN 


Is the remedy par excellence in Convalescence, 
Neurasthenia, Faulty Digestion, Malnutrition, 
Brain Fag, Over Study, and Exhaustion. 

Readily assimilated and particularly adapted 
for the over-feeding of the Tuberculous, Suit- 
able for infants, youths, adults, and the aged. 














OVA L TINE iz pac ked in 9 oz. and 18 oz. tins. 
Literature and Sample Free to Med Me \ 


N. T. WANDER, Ph.D., Manufacturing Chemist, 
|, LEONARD STREET, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C. 
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NEWS ITEMS 
\ the er y tting of the London ( ounty Council 
luesday t igreed to appoint Mrs. M. N. Powell, 


e Feltham Industrial School, as a school 


ilth department at a salary of £9 




























































[ne Distribution Committee of the Metropolitan Hos- 


pital Sunday Fund have recommended that grants should 
be made to thirty nursing associations, thirty-three general 
pitals, eight lying-in hospitals, and a number of special 

pita nd institutior 
CTurovenuw the kindness of the matron, the Stobhill Hos- 
pita uses were enabled to accept the invitation of 
(;sovernor and Matron of Abbey Hospital, Paisley, to a 
tennis tournament on July 22nd, which ended in a victory 
or Stobhill. In spite of the showery weather a most 

ovable afternoon was spent. 


Miss J. A. Gart, Miss S. A. Emslie, and Miss H. 
Innes, of Elgin Asylum, were successful in passing the 
recent examination of the Medico Psychological Associa- 
tion. They are the first nurses from Elgin Asylum to 
enter for this examination, and were trained by Miss 
Haggarty, the matron, and the medical officer. 

\ committee has been formed to inquire into a request 
received by the Belfast Guardians from the authorities 
of the Royal Victoria and Mater Infirmorum Hospitals, 
sking that their probationers may be admitted to Purdys- 


burn Hospital for a course of fever training, a privilege 
re idy enjoyed by the Union Hospital nurses. 
Ar the recent meeting of the Nurses’ Social Union at 
Taunton (held by kind permission of Miss du Sautoy, 
Superintendent, 8.C.N.A., at 16 Elm Grove), an address 


is given by the Rev. M. Lambrich, on ‘‘The Nurses and 
the Lay Person,” in which he touched on some of the 
ifficulties connected with district nursing. The Somerset 
exhibits for the district nursing section of the forth- 


ming International Congress were on view. 


(ra recent meeting of the Paddington Guardians, the 
ignation of Miss Styring, the infirmary matron, was 
referred t th great regret The Infirmary Committee 
ted their very warm appreciation of the very high 
racter of her work during the past twenty-four years 


that she has acted as matron Not only had she been a 
eat help in bringing the infirmary to its present high 
t of efficiency, but she had established the training 
urses, and personally supervised their work 
nd the welfare of the patients at the same time. 


for 1 


Tue first report of the ‘‘Special Five Shilling Fund,” 
for surgical instruments and spinal carriages, in connec- 
tion with the C.A.A., has just been published. Over £357 

been spent on providing surgical boots, &c., and £30 
procuring spinal carriages. An appeal is being made 

more subscribers and donors, also for local collectors, 
d anyone who is willing to help can obtain all informa- 
n from Miss B. L. Willis, hon. secretary, 69 Denison 
House, Vauxhall Bridge Road, S.W. 





[HE opening ceremony of the Frimley District Cottage 
Hospital, which took place on Monday afternoon, was 
xrmed by H.R.H. Princess Christian of Schleswig- 
Holsteir The hospital at present consists of quarters for 
ten nursing staff, with three wards, male and female ward, 
1 containing three beds and the latter a cot as well, and 





ell-equipped accident or emergency ward. Miss Can- 
r, the matron, has two probationers under her, but 

se the staff will be enlarged with the hospital, as 
ire requirements necessitate. 





COTTAGE IN THE SOUTH 
QUEEN’S nurse, who has done excellent work and 
made a brave struggle against adverse circumstances, 







s in need of a small furnished cottage, at a nominal 
ent. for herself and a friend, for a few months in order 
recuperate from an illness. Write to L. A., c/o THE 





NcrsinG TIMes. 








THE LETTER BOX 


Our readers are invited to send their opinions on any 
subject of interest to nurses, so that this column may lL, 
a medium of useful and helpful exchange of thought and 
experience. 

Summer Holidays. 

Unper this heading I see the International Vi 
Association’s tour to the Hague. I would like to reco: 
mend the trip to all who wish to add in a most pleasa 
manner to their knowledge of other countries. Everyo: 
is agreed that travel has the most potent educative pow: 
besides broadening our views and sympathies. A frie: 
and I went to Denmark with the ‘‘visit’’ three yea 
ago; it proved a thoroughly enjoyable holiday at m« 
reasonable cost. Since then the “‘visit’’ has been 
Norway, and quite equalled the former as regards e1 
lightenment and widespread interest. 

As it was through the medium of this ever-popul: 
paper that we learnt of this most instructive and edif; 
ing method of spending a holiday, I trust nurses a 
others, seeing this, may not hesitate to join Miss Butli 
party leaving London on August 23rd for The Hagu 
Those wishing to go direct from Scotland can get a 
information regarding steamers, &c., from Messrs. Mac] 
Bros., 51 Hanover Street, Edinburgh. 

Those who have met Miss Butlin on these occasions f 
that they owe her their grateful thanks for her untiri: 
and sympathetic interest to the representatives of t! 
many and varied professions who have already had t 
privilege of joining her party. 

Edinburgh. 


Q.V.J. INSTITUTE FOR NURSES 
Transfers and Appointments.—England and Walk 
Miss Eliza S. Abel to Frodingham and Brumby, fr 
Darwen; Miss Bessie L. Broad to Orrell, from Liverpos 
North Home; Miss Charlotte Goodacre to Sheernes 
Miss Emma Lilly to Redbourn, from Tipton and Ock« 
Hill; Miss Sarah F. Radcliff to Three Towns; Miss A: 


L. Wood as senior nurse to Barrow, from Penzance. 


APPOINTMENTS 


tenfrew Dist: 


Frances H. Reprori 











Curri£, Miss E. Assistant matron, 
Asylum. 

Trained at Edinburgh Royal Infirmary; Glasgow R: 
Asylum (charge night nurse). 

Fercvson, Miss H. C. Matron, Croydon Mental H: 
pital. 

Trained at Cheshire County Asylum, Macclesfiel 
Cheshire County Asylum (nurse and laundry sup¢ 
intendent); Leavesden Asylum, M.A.B. (female he 
attendant); Notts County Asylum (matron). 

Larne, Miss Alice M. M. Charge nurse, Maidstone Uni 
Infirmary. 

Trained at Edmonton Union Infirmary. 

Brooker, Miss Minnie. Charge nurse, Maidstone Uni 
Infirmary. 

Trained at Southwark Union Infirmary, East Dulwi 
(head nurse). 

Porrs, Miss M. Charge nurse, Loughborough Uni 
Infirmary. 

Trained at Ashton-under-Lyne Infirmary; Fylde Uni 
Infirmary, Blackpool (charge nurse); Wether! 
Union Infirmary, Yorks (charge nurse). 

Devine, Miss A. Charge nurse, Loughborough Ur 
Infirmary. 

Trained at Patrington Union Infirmary; Fylde Uni 
Infirmary, Blackpool (charge nurse); Patringt: 
Infirmary (assistant nurse 

Liroyp, Miss. Night sister, Alexandra Hospital, Quee! 
Square, W.C. 

Trained at Guy’s Hospital (sister of Isolation Block 





TRAVEL ANSWER 

“Tue Horrpays”’ asks for an address of pension 
rooms at Ostend. Mrs. Miall, 30 rue Amsterdam, Ostend 
English lady), took boarders very cheaply; you might 
write to her. The Osborne Boarding House, 1 ue 
Bucharest, Ostend, takes boarders from 6 fr. a day. 
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The Ideal Infant’s — 


Robb’s Soluble Milk Foods and Nursery Bisc uits form an ideal 
dietary for babes from birth. They are both simple and rational 
and follow the infant’s progressive requirements and assimilative 
capacities with scientific exactness, supplying the essential nutri- 
ment needed at every stage of growth. 

g@- From birth to 4 months, Robb’s Soluble Milk Food No. 1 
is recommended. It is as easy of assimilation as Mother’s Milk, 
and may be given alternately in conjunction therewith if the 
natural supply is deficient. 


t@- From 4 to 6 or 7 months, Robb’s Soluble Milk Food No. 2 
is specially prescribed. 








By Appointment 
to H.M. The 





King of Spain a@- From 7 months onwards Robb's Celebrated Nu Bis 
4 cuits should be commenced. They contain a high ‘pe reentage of 
concentrated nourishment in the most easily assimilated form 








Rebbs Fesds 


and NURSERY BISCUITS 


Patronised by upwards of 20 Royal Nurseries. Established 100 years. 
Robb’s Tops and Bottoms, Digestive Rusks, & Charcoal Biscuits are invaluable for invalids, dyspeptics, and the aged. 
Obtainable of Bakers, Grocers, Chemists, &c. 


FREE __Large Testing Samples and analysis with explanatory Booklet will be 
—~sent Free of Charge to any Nurse or Nursing Institute on application. 


ALEX. ROBB & CO. (Dept. 120), 79, St. Martin’s Lane, London, W.C. 
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By using Hall's Distemper your home 
can be made brighter, healthier and Your patients will 
more picturesque. 
at a cheaper cost than wall paper, and without the 


objectionable smell of paint. thank you for recom- 


H aA i l’s mending 
Distemper. ROBIN STARCH 


(Trade Mark.) as a Toilet Powder. 


is deservedly the popular wall covering of the day. 
It is quickly and cheaply applied with a whitewash It is so good and 
brush, saving much in the cost of labour, and is a 
thorough disinfectant and effective microbe and germ cheap. 
destroyer. It retains its freshness and beauty of 
colouring unimpaired for years. It d 
gives a rich velvety wall surface, sets 
hard as cement and can be washed by 
lightly spouging with tepid wate 






LL'S 











2 Atha temper is made in 70 colours 
includin ch dark as wel l x SANITARY 
A San pl s e card an rs Dj WASHABLE 
will b for i post fr le PE 
senneneaans STEM 






SISSONS BROTHERS & C0.. Ltd., HULL. 


London Oifice: 1998, Boro’ High St., 


ee 
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HOLDRON, 


BALHAM, LONDON, S.W. 


1024, 1025, 1051 Battersea. 


NURSES’ OUTFITTERS. 


H ‘ 


Linda Longcloth Apron? 


Telephones: 









PERFEC 

FITTING 
CLOAKS AT 
REASON 48 


I L 
PRIGES Marvel of Value and Perfect Fitting. 


If e try . 
Phe yn 
Postag . extr 
Or you may have & for 44/3, 
post fr 
When ordering mention length 


of skirt 


s only 1/113 


ind waist measur 





i 


HE ** LINDA” LINEN 
BELT. 


2}in. deep, unstiffened, 
THE ** DORA” CLOAK. 4id., 3 for 1/0) 
Meltons, Serges, and Cravenettes, 14/41 Stiffened (both ends square), 
Our Special * Ser Cloth, 79/11 6id., 3 for 1/6 


ALL Orders 
VALUE 10/- 
CARRIACE PAID 


FINE STRAW BONNET. 


(4 Ae 


Gossamer Vei 
Washing Strings 


and Cap 


willingly 
return 
cash for 
any 
article not 





approved. 


- O 
GRIP (FIGURE REDUCING) 


THE sTRAIGHT-FRONTED **GRIPONA” CORSET. 


With attachment for controlling the figure 
Suspenders front and sides, made in White Coutille, 
Postage 4d 





Price 26 net. (Post Free 29.) | 


HOME 
NURSING 


With Notes on the Preservation 
of Health. 


ISABEL MACDONALD, 


CERT. ROY. INF. EDIN., M.R.B.N.A., 








A.R.SAN.L., 


Lecturer on Nursing and Hygiene to the County Committ: 

of Fife and Haddington, to the County Councils of Stirling 

and Kinross, and to the Carnegie Dunfermline Trust. Lat 

Lecturer on Home Nursing, Scottish National Exhibiti: 
1908. 


— —~——*ee--— —— — 


LANCET.—* The directions and the informati 

given are expressed in plain and simple languag 

Miss Macdonald has written a clear and usef: 
book.” 


MEDICAL TIMES.—* This is a veritable ma/tv 
. . The nurse, be she amateur or p 
fessional, will find a great deal of valuable help giv: 
her in this book, which is written in a thorough 
practical manner. . It gives a very clear 
accurate account of home nursing. In fact no toy 
on which a nurse requires information has been let 
undescribed.” 


NURSING TIMES.—“ As the price is marv: 
lously low for such wonderful value it should 
extensively sold.” 


NURSING MIRROR.—* Tf those girls who. . 
are hoping to become nurses . 
learn, and remember these chapters, so simple, vy‘ 
pregnant with real nursing lore, what a joy sa 
probationers would be to their future ward siste: 
and matrons! If private nurses would study thes 
precepts instead of subsisting on an unvarying 
mental diet of the latest novel, one would soon hea 
fewer diatribes against nurses in general and privat 
nurses in particular.” 


DAILY MAIL.—* Hundreds of 


are given in this book.” 


im parvo. . 


. were to read, mar 


valuable hint 





NURSING TIMES OFFICE, 
MACMILLAN & CO., LTD., ST. MARTIN’S STREET, 
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MIDWIFERY 


CENTRAL MIDWIVES BOARD 


the Central Midwives Board, on 


{E meeting of 
22nd, at which all the members, 


hursday, July 


one exception, were present, proved more 
usually interesting. An important matier was 


ht forward in the report of the Standing Committee 
isequence of a letter from the Inspector of Midwives 
1e Counties of Brecon and Radnor, forwarding state- 

of the circumstances under which eight women 





i ising as midwives for more than a year prior to the 
passing of the Midwives Act failed to apply to the Board 
for enrolment under Section 2 of the Act before April 1st, 
1905, and asking the Board to grant them certificates in 
view of the special conditions of each case. 

A letter of a similar character from Dr. W. Growse, 
of Kenilworth, had been received, and the Committee re- 
ommended :—That such applications be considered on 
their merits, and that the Local Supervising Authority be 
asked for its opinion in all such cases. 

After a good deal of discussion the resolution was 
carried, Sir George Fordham and Dr. Stanley Atkinson 
voting against it. Notice was subsequently given by Mr. 
Parker Young of a resolution, rescinding a contrary one of 
July 23rd, 1908, which will come before the Board at its 
next meeting. Sir William Sinclair supported the action 
of the Board on the grounds of justice to the women, 
who, he was personally aware, in many cases had not 
been in any way to blame for their omission to register 
in (ue season. The Chairman said he believed the Privy 
Council would approve of this step; they had already 
sugested to the Board similar action in one particular 
case, and he personally felt that it was most desirable 
in country districts, where there might be a shortage cf 
trained midwives, to permit those who were thoroughly 
suitable to continue in practice. Miss R. Paget concurred 
in this view, saying she knew of several cases in Wales 
where it would be very desirable to retain in practice 
certain clean and respectable women who had for various 
causes neglected to apply for certification in proper time. 
Sir George Fordham and Dr. Atkinson considered that the 
Board was going beyond its powers in taking this action, 
but the rest of the Board seemed to contemplate such a 
possibility with cheerfulness, in view of the act of obvious 
justice that was proposed. 

PERMISSION was granted to the Glamorgan County 
Council to, hold. the written examination in Glamorgan, 
subject to application being made in due form. In reply 
to a petition signed by several medical practitioners, 
tecchers and examiners under the Board, asking for a 
local examination to be held at some centre in York- 
shire, the Board decided, having regard to the fact that 


> 4 


4 


‘reat many candidates came from that part of the 
ntry, that it would be well to constitute another 
mination centre at Leeds; reply to be made that such 
tep was now under consideration. 

There followed a discussion of special interest to mid- 
es at the present moment over a reply to a letter from 
Local Government Board ‘“‘inquiring the Board’s 


pinion as to precautions which the London County Council 


sires should be adopted by midwives within its juris- 
tion in order to guard against the occurrence of 
thalmia neonatorum, and in particular whether the use 
the midwife of a weak solution of nitrate of silver 
idvisable for infants born of mothers suffering at the 
» of birth from a vaginal discharge.’’ 
Numerous divisions were taken over the resolutions 
ommended by the Committee. There was a sharp con- 
of medical opinion on the question whether or no 
iwives should be permitted under any circumstances to 
antiseptic solutions for dropping into the eyes, Sir 
lliam Sinclair and Mr. Parker Young being of the 
tive opinion, while Mr. Golding Bird and Dr. Stanley 
‘inson held that such action should be approved where 
midwife has received proper training. Miss R. Paget 
nted out that at the present moment at the lying-in 





hospitals, from which she had collected statistics, both in 
the hospitals and in the district, the pupil midwives are 
taught to follow this practice as a matter of routine, the 
usual form of application being nitrate of silver. If mid- 
wives were to be forbidden to take this precaution, both 
their practical instruction and the text-books in general 
use would have to be revised. She further reminded the 
Board of the difficulty that midwives now have in obtain- 
ing medical aid. Ultimately the first part of the reply 
recommended by the Committee was carried :—That in 
the opinion of the Board it would not be advisable to 
order midwives to drop any fluid into the child’s eyes as 
a matter of routine. 





FoLLow1nc on this, Rule C. 14, ‘‘As soon as the child’s 
head is born, and if possible before the eyes are opened, 
its eyelids should be carefully cleansed,’’ was amended by 
the substitution of the word ‘‘must’’ for ‘‘should,’’ and 
in the lists of conditions in Rule C. 19, in which medical 
help is to be surnmoned, that of “‘purulent discharge ’’ was 
added. A draft leaflet was approved, generally warning 
midwives on the subject of ophthalmia neonatorum, an 
this and the proposed amendments to the Rules were 
ordered to be forwarded to the Pyxivy Council for approval. 


A LETTER signed “G. P.,’’ appearing on pp. 1153 and 
1154 of the British Medical Journal of May 8th, 1909, 
complaining of the conduct of a certified midwife, having 
been further considered, and also a letter on the subject 
from the Secretary of the Medical Defence Union, and a 
statement by the writer of the letter signed “‘G. P.,’’ with 
the observations of the Executive Officer of the Local 
Supervising Authority thereon, the Board agreed that as 
the midwife had already been reprimanded by the Local 
Supervising Authority for the error she committed, and as 
in other respects the statements of ‘‘G. P.’’ do not appear 
to be substantiated, no further action be taken in the 
matter. 





Tue names of four midwives were allowed to be removed 
from the roll at their own request. 

Miss Jane Holland Turnbull, M.D., B.Sc., was ap 
pointed one of the Board’s examiners; Arthur Knight 
Gale, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., was approved as teacher; and 
Jessie Murrell Bell, certified midwife, for purposes of 
signing Forms III. and IV. Permission was granted to 
the Devon and Cornwall Training School, East Stone- 
house, Plymouth, to hold the written examination locally. 


In reply to a letter from an approved midwife, inquir- 
ing as to quarantine to be imposed on pupils coming 
from hospitals of the Metropolitan Asylums Board, and 
after consideration of a letter from the Clerk to the Board 
on the same subject, the Committee recommended :—(1) 
That the reply to the midwife be that in the opinion of 
the Board safety will not be ensured unless there is (a) 
adequate disinfection before leaving a fever hospital, and 
(b) a period of quarantine lasting one week, to safeguard 
patients against incubation of a fever in the nurse. (2) 
That the Clerk be thanked for his letter and informed 
that the Board notes that by General Regulation 14 of the 
Metropolitan Asylums Board’s regulations for, their nurs- 
ing staff, nurses leaving the service of the Board must 
satisfy the matron that their clothing has been disinfected. 





The Central Midwives Board held a Penal Session 
on Tuesday, July 27th, when twenty-one cases were 
dealt with, seven members of the Board being present. 

Ten midwives were struck off the Roll and their certifi- 
cates cancelled. These were Mary Bent (Manchester 
Maternity Hospital Certificate, Lancashire); Elizabeth 
Brown (Sheffield) ; Sarah Elizabeth Ellison (Manchester) ; 
Sarah Ann Hodgson (West Riding); Dinah Hume, Ruth 
Miller, and Elizabeth Siddall (Staffs.); Margaret Jones 
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“Varrington) ; and Rachel 
Dawson (London), 
Salop) were sey erely 


Elien Locker | 
Riding Emily 


and Ellen Har per 


(Monmouthshire 
Whitwan West 
L.O.S. certificate, 
censured 

Louisa Blendell 
(Derbyshire Ann 


Hertfordshire), Elizabeth Hodkin 
Robinson (Bradford), Winifred Robin- 
son (Preston), and Elizabeth Taylor (Derbyshire) were 
censured, and reports asked for in three months’ time 
from their local supervising authorities. 

Rosett Bromley (Staffordshire) and Annie 
(West Riding cautioned to observe the 
carefully 

Hannah Lee (Weymouth) was 
practice, and the Board decided in the case of Ann Smith 
(Glouce that she should be allowed to retire if she 
sent in her certificate within a specified time, otherwise 
her name would be removed from the Roll. Applications 
from three midwives for restoration of their names to the 
Roll were ¢ msidered. ‘Two were refused. Jane Folland 
was d to be reinstated on the recommendation of 
the dical Officer of Health of her local supervising 


Hardstaff 
were rules more 
allowed to retire from 


ster) 





THE MIDWIVES ACT IN 
MANCHESTER 

‘HE report of the Midwives’ Supervising Committee of 

Manchester is always one of particular interest, and 

that just issued contains many noteworthy points, showing 
how extremely satisfactory are the results of the Midwives 
Act when due taken to carry out its pro 
visions effectively. 

Midwives in Manchester, as a body, are reported to 
have responded in a satisfactory manner to the instruc- 
tions given to them by Dr. Merry Smith, ‘“‘showing a 
desire to act with the authority and do all the good they 
ean.”’ ‘‘This is very clearly proved by the manner in 
which they have voluntarily notified births in all those 
districts in which such notification can be utilised, owing 
to their being provided with Health Visitors, and in some 
others.’’ It is good to learn that ‘‘no friction has arisen 
with the Health Visitors, who, in their turn, have 
instructed not to give instructions conflicting with 
given by practitioners or midwives.” 

A slight tendency to diminution in the 
wives is observed, ‘‘a tendency which it 
will not persist,’’ although it is not on that account 
desired to retain in practice midwives who show them 
unfitted for the work. The question of a shortage 
in midw 1910 hardly arises in Manchester, and it 
is re nised that where it may it is dependent, 
not on the absence of available midwives, but on their 
difficulty in making a living 

Dr. Niven notes that ‘it is somewhat surprising 
many applicants for the position of health visitor 
taken the certificate of the Central Midwives 
well as the qualification of Sanitary Inspector,” 
*3 is manifest that there 1s a great movement in progress 
for > appointment of health visitors possessed of prac 
tical 1 wwledge as vegeeds mothers and infants.’”’ 

The prevention of blindness or serious injury to sight 
arising trom the occurrence and insufficient treatment of 
ophthalmia neonatorum has been under the serious con 
sideration of the committee, and has been dealt with, 
special being both issued to midwives by 
circular on this subject, and given to them by Dr. Merry 
Smith important interview was arranged between 
the committee and two of the staff of the Royal Eye Hos 
amongst the subjects raised was the follow 


measures are 


been 
those 
number of mid 
may be hoped 


selves 
ives in 


exist 


how 
have 
Board, as 
and that 


instructions 


pital, and 
ing 
‘Is any danger to be instituted 
2 per cent. solution of silver 
duced into the eye of the 
wife’ In the 
danger can 


from the use of a 
nitrate, a drop being intro 
new-born infant by the mid 
opinion of the staff of the Eye Hospital 
arise, and this procedure is desirable in 
all cases as a prophylactic measure.’’ Dr. Niven states 
that the sub-committee, in considering these questions, 
remained doubtful as to the advisability of entrusting 
to midwives the general treatment of eyes with 
ef sil msidering that the most important 


solution 


nitrate 





matter was to get children showing signs of ophthal: 
immediately under medical treatment, and the Chair 
suggested that arrangements might be made for a de 
stration to be given to midwives in the method of d 
ping silver nitrate into the eyes at the Eye Hospital 
view of the suggestions of the British Medical Ass 
tion on this head, the opinion of members of the med 
staff of the Eye Hospital is especially interesting. 

The medical sub-committee had under considerat 
the mischiefs believed to arise from the attendanc 
lying-in women of untrained and badly trained mon 
nurses, and passed resolutions affirming ‘“‘that to 
effectually with the prevention of puerperal fever 
women practising as monthly and midwifery nurses s} 
be placed under the control of the Supervising Author 
and the Government urged to extend the provision 
the Midwives Act so as to confer such control.’ 
scheme was further suggested, pending such control 
which monthly nurses might be ‘‘reached, instructed 
to some extent supervised. Inter alia, this scheme 
vided for keeping a register of monthly nurses, but 
this question being referred to the Deputy Town Clerk 
the committee were advised that in his opinion the ke« 
ing of an official list involved responsibility for 
women’s character, without power of control, and w 
therefore be undesirable.” 





“DONT’S” FOR DISTRICT MIDWIV! 


1. Don’r expect to find everything you want in a hou 
because you won't. 

2. Don’t omit knock at the door on your first 
subsequent visits; it will inspire the family to show t! 
they, too, are acquainted with the usages of polite so 

3. Don’t scold if it is a false alarm, or the percent 
of B. B. A.’s in your district will rise. 

4. Don't scold either if it is a B. B. A., 
age of false alarms will rise. 


or the per 


5. Don't forget to give the older children a kind y 
when you can; remember how scared they are by 
bustle and mystery and the arrival of the Awful Strang 
with her uncanny cleanliness and her air of authority 

6. Don’t 
Lord Lister 
than the 


pour scorn on all Granny’s ways; 
himself never invented anything more ase} 
Great-Grand-Ancestress’s Scorched Rag. 


7. Don’t be rough with the mother if she does lose he 


some day you may be married and have 
own, and then you'll know what it fee 


self-control ; 
baby of your 
like. 

8. Don’t forget that the elders of the family are 
more anxious about the case than you are yourself; a | 
sympathy will be much appreciated, and will smooth y 
way, too. 

9. Don’t lacerate anyone’s 
if you must scold you will 
trast. 


10. Don’t send a woman or a child on an errand if 
can send the man of the house; if he is the right 
he will be glad to feel there is something he can di 
help; if not, it may keep him out of mischief. 

11. Don’t expect to 
during your absence, 
those that are 


12. Don’t forget that at this time, above all others 
mother’s heart is open to impressions of every kind. M 
the most of your opportunities; they are very pre 
ones J. F N 


feelings if you can hel; 
heighten the effect by 


have all your orders carried 
but give a word of commendatio 





toyal Maternity a 
London were entertained at the annual tea in the ‘‘ Eust 
Miles’’ Restaurant on the afternoon of Thursday, Ju 
15th. Under the presidency of Major Killick, the S« 
tary, the gathering was an informal and enjoyable 
providing a delightful opportunity of meeting 
pleasant intercourse for members. The proceedings v 
after tea 


Tue district nurses of the 


enlivened by music during and 





remembe 





